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Queerness is often seen as a new concept but
there have been queer people in every

culture across the world since the concept
of gender and sexuality were created. In
some cultures, queer people were seen as
spiritually advanced, while in others we

were oppressed. Modern policy surrounding
LGTBQ+ sexual and historical education has

muddied the waters of our history and
prevented us from learning about those who

came before us. 

During the 1960's, gender and sexuality became a topic of interest in the academic world but queer
activism has been around for much longer. The first public queer activist in America was a trans

woman known as W
illiam Dorsey Swan. She was born into slavery in the American south. She

organized drag balls and had many altercations with police. She fought back publicly and led by
example for other queer protests efforts in the future. Her efforts were similar to those of M

arsha
P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera. 

The commodification of transness has been an
issue in the community for years. One of the first
examples of this is a trans woman named Christine
Jorgensen. She was the first American to undergo

gender affirming surgery. She was an army
veteran but after her medical transition, she was

unable to find work outside of commodifying
herself. American society made a spectacle of her
and her "persona" making it very difficult for her
to find work. The social stigma and publicity made

self-promotion her only option for income.
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