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HIS MOM USED TO DELIVER THE NEWSPAPER BUT SHE 
WAS ALWAYS A DAY LATE. SHE WOULD SIT ON THE 
GREEN BOX ON OUR STREET, SMOKING RESERVE CIG-
ARETTES AND ASKING THE NEIGHBOURS FOR A FEW 

DOLLARS.  

HIS SISTER GOT PREGNANT WHEN SHE WAS STILL IN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND EVEN THOUGH SHE DID-
N’T KNOW WHO THE FATHER WAS, SHE KEPT THE BA-

BY AND NAMED HIM DANIEL JUNIOR.  

HIS FATHER WORKED IN THE PAINT SHOP AT GENERAL 
MOTORS AND WOULD GET DRUNK EVERY NIGHT AND 

CUSS AT THE BABY. 

WHEN HE WAS 15 HE TOOK OVER HIS MOTHERS PAPER 
ROUTE. HIS PUBESENT MUSTACHE WASN’T NEARLY 

AS FULL AS HERS. 

THEY WERE EVICTED FROM THEIR BASEMENT APART-
MENT AFTER THE LANDLORD FOUND UNDELIVERED 

NEWSPAPERS STUFFED IN THE WALLS. 

HIS FATHER LEFT THE FAMILY AFTER THAT AND DIED 
THE FOLLOWING SPRING FROM TUBERCULOSIS. 

HIS SISTER AND DANIEL JUNIOR WENT TO LIVE WITH 
AN ELDERLY FAMILY FRIEND THAT HAD BEEN RE-
PEATEDLY ACCUSED EXPOSING HIMSELF TO THE 
PALLATIVE CARE NURSES THAT VISITED HIM. 

HE AND HIS MOTHER MOVED INTO THE YWCA CRISIS 
CENTRE BUT WERE ASKED TO LEAVE WHEN STAFF 
CAUGHT THEM STEALING FROM OTHER RESIDENTS. 












