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 The US Wages Economic War 
Against Iranians 

While the US has imposed economic 
sanctions on Iran since 1979,6 

sanctions have been tightened and 
become ever more crippling over time 

giving rise to hyperinflation, 
skyrocketing costs of basic 

goods/services, high rates of 
unemployment, and a shortage of 

commodities (e.g., medicine).11 The US 
sanctions amount to collective 

punishment of ordinary Iranians, 
designed to inflict suffering on the 

general population and spark “regime 
change.”11,12 

 

The US Helps Saddam Hussein 
Gas Iranians 

When Iraq invaded Iran in 1980, the 
US saw an opportunity to topple the 
Iranian government. The US provided 

Iraq with military support and 
intelligence—fully aware that Iraq was 

using chemical weapons against 
Iranians.7 The US Navy was deployed 
to the Persian Gulf to further support 

Iraq and its allies.8 In ’88, the USS 
Vincennes downed an Iranian civilian 
aircraft (Iran Air Flight 655) killing all 

290 people aboard. The US never 
issued an apology and the captain was 

awarded for “exceptionally 
meritorious conduct.”9,10 

The US Harbors its Ruthless 
Puppet (the Shah) 

After being overthrown by the Iranian 
people in 1979, the US provided a safe 

haven for the tyrannical Shah. This 
prompted a group of Iranian students 

to storm the US embassy and take 
hostages. Demands included a return 

of the Shah to Iran to stand trial for 
crimes committed during his reign and 
a formal apology from the US for the 
‘53 coup. The US failed to meet these 

demands.6 

The US Manufactures Pretext 
for War on Iran 

Ever since President Bush's 
provocative post 9/11 claim that Iran 
was part of the "axis of evil," the US 
has been fabricating a nuclear threat 

to justify war with Iran.13,14 To alleviate 
sanctions, Iran agreed to the nuclear 

deal (JCPOA) in 2015 and fully adhered 
to its terms until the US unilaterally 

withdrew in '18, reviving the "nuclear 
threat" narrative that served as 

pretext for the unprovoked and illegal 
attacks on Iran by the US and Israel in 

June '25.15,16,17,18 

Of note, the US is the only country who has ever dropped nuclear 
weapons on human beings during wartime.19 Israel is the only 

country in the middle east believed to possess nuclear weapons.20 
Iran has a right to pursue nuclear energy under Article IV of the 

Non-Proliferation Treaty.21 

The US Supports its Ruthless 
Puppet (the Shah) 

The Shah was a repressive dictator 
enabled by the US.3 The CIA helped 
the Shah form the SAVAK—Iranian 
secret police who were tasked with 

imprisoning, torturing, and murdering 
dissenters.3,4 By 1978, the people of 
Iran were fed-up with widespread 
human rights violations, economic 

mismanagement and western 
meddling under the Shah’s rule. A 

revolution ensued, and the people of 
Iran deposed the Shah. A new 

government opposed to western 
interference emerged in 1979.5 
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The US Topples Iran's 
Democracy 

In 1951, Mohammad Mosaddegh 
became Iran’s first democratically-

elected leader. He was widely popular 
and beloved by many. His biggest 
accomplishment was nationalizing 
Iran's oil industry, which had been 

under British control.1 To regain 
control of oil reserves and dominance 

over Iran, the US (CIA) and British 
intelligence orchestrated a coup in ‘53 

overthrowing Mossadegh and 
installing a puppet (the Shah) to serve 

western interests.1,2  

 


