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decision to follow the example set by all those now active in the Movement
who, along with Sister Safiya and all other Political/Prisoners of War,
are totally committed to carrying on the New Afrikan tradition of
resistance, and who stand as beacons on the hill, shining light on the path
that the New A frikan nation must take as it comes of age, and makes
revolution.

From one generation to the next,
Build To Win The War
For Independence and Socialism
Free All Political/Prisoners of War
Free The Land
All Power To The People

Producer Safiya Bukhari

wrote prolifically about individual cases, designed
and made political prisoner T-shirts, buttons, bumper
stickers, and mouse pads, wrote fact sheets on each
individual case and in 1992 co-founded the New York
Free Mumia Abu-Jamal Coalition which she co-
chaired until her death. She also served as Vice
President in the Provisional Government of the
Republic of New Afrika, an organization working
towards the formation of a separate Black nation
comprised of five states — South Carolina, Georgia,
Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, states built on
the backs of enslaved Africans.

In 1998, Safiya became the co-chair of the Jericho
Movement to Free U.S. Political Prisoners and
Prisoners of War. She established a website and
traveled throughout the country organizing people
to the cause of those behind the walls. Coming from
a strong family spiritual tradition, Safiya came to
embrace [slam.

Safiya Asya Bukhari, Revolutionary, Mother,
Grandmother, singer, writer, comrade, sister and
friend, our loss reverberates throughout the ages.
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There was a lot of competition in my family; had to be, with 10 children
(all two years apart) growing up, each trying to live up to the other or be
better. We were determined not to be caught up in the rut of the ghetto.
We were going to get out. .. so each of us worked on our separate goals
— ten individuals — one family, in our separate world.

We believed that with the right education We could “make it” —so
that’s the route We took searching for the “amerikkkan dream.” i was
going to be a doctor.

In my second year of college i pledged for a sorority — it was here
that the rose-colored glasses were cracked and rays of reality were
allowed to filter in.

The sorority had decided to help “disadvantaged” children as one of
our projects for the year and were trying to decide what country to work
with, when one of the Sisters suggested that We work in the ghettos of
New York. Personally, i’d never even thought of people in the united
states being disadvantaged, but only too lazy to work and “make it.” i
was in for one of the biggest rude awakenings of my life.

A few of us were sent to Harlem to investigate the situation. We talked
to people on the street, in the welfare centers, from door to door, and
watched them work and play, loiter on the corners and in the bars. What
We came away with was a story of humiliation, degradation, deprivation
and waste, that started in infancy and lasted until death. .. in too many
cases, at an early age.

Even at this point, i didn’t see this as affecting me personally, only as
a sorority project. .. sort of a tourist who takes pity on the less fortunate.

The sorority decided to do what We could to help the children. The
Black Panther Party had a Free Breakfast Program to feed the children
going on. i had a daughter of my own at this point, and decided that i
would put my energies into this.

i couldn’t get into the politics of the Black Panther Party, but i could
volunteer to feed some hungry children; you see, children deserve a start

Coming of Age:
An Update (1981)

It’s two years since i wrote the original article. .. lots of
things have happened . . . Assata Shakur was liberated; Imari
Obadele was released. .. the Ku Klux Klan regrouped and
revamped; 16 black children are missing and presumed to be
dead in Atlanta; 8 black men murdered in Buffalo; pregnant
black women shot in Chattanooga; Ronald Reagan will take
office in 2 days.

It’s two months since i was released from the Maximum
Security Building... had to go to kourt to do it... it too was an
eye opening experience... they said the reason they were
keeping me housed in that building was because i was a “threat
to the security of the free world.”

What can i say? It seems that the political scene in amerikkka
has come full circle, and black people are once again the
scapegoats for everything that goes wrong in white amerikkka.
They no longer feel the need to pacify us with poverty programs
and token jobs.

Sitting in a Maximum Security cell for 3 yearsand 7 months
afforded me an opportunity to reflect upon my life and the
lessons i was forced to learn. .. but now the learning process is
over... itis time to put whati’ve learned into practice... freedom
will only be won by the sweat of our brows.
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First Encounter With The Police

i had never been arrested before, and i was naive enough to believe
that all you had to do was be honest and everything would work out all
right. i was wrong again. As soon as the police got us into the back-seat
of their car and pulled away from the crowd, the beastiality began to
show. My friend went to say something and one of the police officers
threatened to ram his nightstick up her if she opened her mouth again,
and ran on in a monologue about New Afrikan (black) people. i listened
and gotangry...

At the 14th Precinct they separated us to search us. After the
policewoman had searched me, i remember one of the male officers
telling her to make sure she washed her hand so she wouldn’t catch
anything.

That night, i went to see my mother, explained to her about the bust
and about a decision i’d made. Momma and Daddy were in the kitchen
when i got there — Daddy sitting at the table and Momma cooking. i
remember telling them about the bust and them saying nothing. Then i
told them about how the police had acted and them still saying nothing.
Then i told them that i couldn’t sit still and allow the police to get away
with that. i had to stand up for my rights as a human being. i remember
my mother saying, “...if you think it’s right, then do it.”” i went back to
Harlem and joined the Black Panther Party.

i spent the next year working with welfare mothers. Liberation
Schools, talking to students, learning the reality of life in the ghettos of
amerikkka and re-evaluating a lot of the things i had been taught about
the “land of the free and home of the brave.”

It was about this time that i quit school and went to look for a full-
time job. i had education and skills but there was always something
wrong. It didn’t dawn on me what it was until i went to ITT and applied
for a job as a receptionist-clerk, and they told me i was over qualified,
i ended up working for my friend’s mother in her beauty parlor and
spent all my spare time with the Party.

i finally got to the hospital in June of 1978. By that time it was too
late. i was so messed up inside that everything but one ovary had to go,
because of the negligence of the “doctor” and lack of feeling of the
prison officials (they didn’t give a damn), i was forced to have a
hysterectomy.

When they brought me back to this prison in March of 1977 because
of the escape, they placed me in Cell 5 on the segregation end of the
Maximum Security Building — the same room they placed me in on
April 17, 1975. To date, i’m still in that cell, allegedly because of my
escape, but in actuality because of my politics.

How do i know? Because since my being returned to this institution
on March 24, 1977, other women have escaped and been brought back
and have been released to general population — and yesterday my co-
defendant on the escape charge was okayed for release to general
population, i was denied.

Despite all of the emotional and physical setbacks i’ve experienced,
i’ve learned a lot. i’ve watched the oppressor play that same old game
on black people theyve been playing for centuries — divide and conquer.
Black women break under the pressure and sell their men down the
river and then separate them from their children. In two strokes they do
more damage than 30 years in prison could have done if the women had
supported their men.

And now, more than ever before, black women — New Afrikan
women — have developed a mercenary outlook on life. They are not
about Family, Community, and us as a People anymore. They’re about
looking good, having fun and “making it.” Women’s liberation is what
they're about, failing to grasp the realization that true women’s liberation
for black women will only come about with the liberation of black people
as a whole, so that for the first time since our forefathers were snatched
from the Afrikan continent and brought to amerikkka as slave labor, We
can have a Family, and from that Family build a Community and a Nation.

The powers that be were totally disconcerted when black mothers,
wives, daughters and black women in general, stood by and ina lot of
cases, fought beside their men, when they were captured, shot or
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Many of the members of the Party went underground to work with
the Black Liberation Army (BLA). i was among those who elected to
remain aboveground and supply necessary support. The murders of
youths such as Clifford Glover, Tyrone Guyton, etc., by the police, and
retaliation by the BLA with the assassination of pigs Piagentini and Jones
and Rocco and Laurie, made the powers that be frantic, and they pulled
out the stops in their campaign to rid the streets of rebellious slaves.

By the spring of 1973, Comrades Assata Shakur and Sundiata Acoli
were captured, along with Nuh and Jalil (Anthony Bottoms), and Twyman
Myers was on the f.b.i.’s 10 Most Wanted list, and 1 was still traveling
back and forth across the kountry trying to build necessary support
mechanisms.

In 1972 i recognized the need for something other than myself to
depend on. You see, in less than two years i’d aged to the point where 1
realized that nothing is permanent or secure in a world where it’s who
you know and what you have that counts. 1’d seen friends and loved
ones either killed or thrown in prison, and associates that i’d once thought
would never go back, turn states or go back into the woodwork. Nuh
turned me on to Islam, which gave me a new security, sense of purpose,
and dignity.

By 1973 1’d begun to receive a lot of flak from the police because of
what they “suspected” i might be doing. Actually it was because i didn’t
have a record; they couldn’t catch me doing anything, and i continued to
actively and vocally support the BLA members. .. also my homework
had been done so well in the community, that the community’s support
was there, also.

Following the receipt of subpoenas to appear before a special grand
Jjury investigating the BLA that was seated in New York in the spring of
1974, 1 went underground along with some other people, to function

with the BLA.

On January 25, 1975, myself and some other members of the Amistad
Collective of the BLA, went into the country in Virginia to practice night
firing. We were to leave Virginia that night on our way to Jackson,

Mississippi, cause i wanted to be there on Sunday to see someone. We
decided to stop by a store before We went back to the crib We were
staying at, so We could pick up some cold cuts to make sandwiches
with so We wouldn’t have to stop at any restaurants. We drove around
looking for an open store. When We came on to one i told the Brothers
to wait in the car and i’d go and be right back.

i entered the store, went past the registers, down an aisle to the meat
counter and started checking them for all-beef products, i heard a door
opening and looked up to see two of the Brothers coming in — didn’t
give it a thought — went back to what i was doing when out of the
corner of my left eye i saw a rifle pointed toward the door in the manager’s
hand. i quickly got into an aisle just as the firing started. Up to this point
i had heard no words spoken. With the first lull in shooting, Kombozi
came down the aisle toward me. He was wearing a full-length army
coat. It was completely unbuttoned. As he came toward me he told me
he was shot. i didn’t believe him at first because i saw no blood and his
weapon wasn’t drawn. Then he insisted he was again, so 1 told him to lie
down on the floor and ill take care of it.

Masai had apparently made it back out the door when the firing
started, because just then he came back to the door and tried to draw
the fire so We could get out. i saw him get shot in the face and stumble
backwards out the door. i looked around for a way out, and realized
there was none, and elected to play it low-keyed in order to try and get
help for Kombozi as soon as possible. i was to learn that the effort was
wasted. The manager of the store and his son, Paul Green Sr. and Jr.,
stomped Kombozi to death in front of my eyes.

Later, when i attempted to press counter-charges of murder against
them, the Commonwealth Attorney called it “justifiable” homicide.

Five minutes after the shoot-out went down, the f.b.i. was on the
scene and the next morning they held a press conference, saying i was
notorious, dangerous, etc., and known to law enforcement agencies
nationwide — and my bail was set at one million dollars on each count.



