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Cousins of the
Ampersand

The Tironian et -a
stylized shorthand form of
Latin et popularly credited
j to Cicero’s scribe Marcus
Tullius Tiro from the first
century BC. It s till used in
Irish and Scottish Gaelic.

Plus sign - a hand-written
et-ligature used in place of
ampersand

ligatures - informal,

handwritten versions of an
et-ligature incorporating an
epsilon with a vertical cross

bar

¢ Modified epsilon
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For a delightfully quirky read
about the ampersand and friends,
check out Keith Houston’s
Shady Characters: The Secret
Life of Punctuation, Symbols,
& Other Typographical Marks
(2013).

Also check out:
“The history of the ampersand”
by Jonny Gibson. https://

medium.com/black-lion-banner

wikipedia.org/wiki/Ampersand
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“M avorite
let')t)e'é' of the
alphabet!”

? by Sha Towers
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