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'Ihe anrosc Lakc Au‘ We.apous Range (PLAWR) in Northern A[bu‘ta Capada is a favored NATO pl-ly—
ground, where they have tested numerous missiles, bombs, weapons and aircraft that are currently being
used in the ‘War against Terrorism.” Since June 2001, the Dene Suline of Cold Lake have established a
camp at the main entrance of the weapons range and are opposing the theft and destruction of their tradi-
tional territory to feed the war machine and the oil industry.

Since their earliest memories, the Dene Suline have lived peacefully on the land that is now the
Primrose Lake Air Weapons Range. Through hunting, fishing, trapping, and food gathering, the Dene

Suline have sustained themselves as a people in the face of genccide from the Canadian government and |

NATQ. The Dene people live from northern western Canada down te Black Mesa in Arizona. The U§ and -

Canadian governments and corporations have stolen their land, killed their people and forced the Dene onto

reservations. Like the Dineh people at Big Mountain, the Dene Suline of Cold Lake have faced forced ~

relocation. The first Europeans on Dene Suline temitory: were Hudson Bay Company fur traders and by

1867 a treaty, known as Treaty #6, was forced onto the Dene Suline. In 1952, the Canadian government, -

under the pretense of protecting the freedom and safety of Canada, stole the land encompassing PLAWR,
land that was guaranteed to the Dene in their treaty, When this happened, the Dene Suline had a 7 day sit-
in at Suckerville, on the shores of Primrose Lake, refusing to move until their land was returned. After
heavy coercion from the government, a deal was made; a 20 year lease of 4,490 sq, miles for military use
only and after 20 years, it was to be returned or a new lease renegotiated with the Dene Suline. Before 1952,
a large deposit of oil was discovered on their territory and by the early '70s the technclogy had been
developed to extract that oil. Since that time, the oil companies, primarily Alberta Energy Corporation and
Petro Canada, have been raping the earth in Dene Suline territory, taking billions of dollars worth of oil
vearly and destroying the environment in the process. In recent years further developments in technology
have made the extraction of oil in the tar sands possible and has increased oil potential in &us region, which
has more oil reserves than Saudi Arabia.

The voices of oppesition from the Dene Suline have been ignored by the government and, not
surprisingly, after the original 20 year lease was up, the government still maintained control over Primrose
Lake and did not renegotiate the lease. The territory of the Dene Suline is being bombed and decimated
everyday. Burial glounds traplines, huntmg and fishing grounds are destroyed by the greed of the oil

industry and the bombs of the NATO war machine. Throuy gh residential schools, poverty, alcohol, destruc- .

tion of the environment and forced ass:rm]auon the government has tried to break the culture and slrcngT.h
of the people.

NATO, the wer Mechine and Native Territory

Many other indigenous Nations on Tuztle Island have seen the effects of the war machine testing
on their territories. The Western Shoshone people in Newe Segobia, (Nevada), have suffered from massive
nuclear testing on their territory. Many people have coniracted cancer and other illnesses and died from
nuclear radiation and the subsequent destruction of the land and the sustenance it provides for their people.
Low level flight trainings have shattered the lives of many Innu people in north eastern Canada, Thousands
of low level planes fly over their territory every year, negatively affecting the environment, the food sources
and culture of the Innu. For 6 weeks every year at the Primrose Lake Air Weapons Range, more than 18
NATO countries use the range for “Operation Maple Flag” in which they test new laser and ballistic mis-
siles, and Depleted Uranium bombs. In the 50 years since the Department of National Defense stole this
land, Primrose Lake has become the largest airforce base in Canada and one of the largest in the world, The
'Iomahawk Cruise Missile was first tested at Primrose Lake, and then used in Irag, Yugoslavia and now
Af_fshail.:u-ﬂ
As a people who have lived close to the land for thousands of years, the Depe Suline are very aware of the
impacts NATO/PLAWR is having on the environment arpund them. The Dene Suline have seen an in-
crease in disease both in humans and animals, Their lakes and rivers are being polluted by the waste of the
oil industry, NATQ bombs and missiles, The ancient Boreal Forest around PLAWR is home to Moase, Elk,
Buffelo, Timber Wolves and Bears, and these animals are dying and being displaced by the bombardment of
their habitat. F-18 fighter jets shoot Depleted Uranium missiles into the testing zone. Depleted Uranium

(D) is the left over element from the fission of Uranium 233, which is used for fuel for weapons and .

nuclear reactors. When DU missiles are fired, they burst into flames upon impact, which oxidizes the
uranium into aerosolozied particles which can be inhaled into the lungs. Depleted Uranium contains alpha
and beta emitters which cause carcinogen damage to cells in the lungs, bones, kidneys, prostate, guts and
brains eventually 1eadmg to cancer. Depleted Uranium was used extensively in the Gulf War and Kosova,
and now civilians in these countries and US/NATO troops have reported numerous cases of cancer and
other sympioms (sometimes referred to as Gulf War syndrome) related to Depleted Uranium. Symptoms
include liver and kidney dysfunction, memory loss, headache and fever, low blood pressure, and birth
defects in offspring. Consequently this Depleted Uranium contaminates the land, aic and water for millions

In 1362, Chie4 Neskonlith realized and the impact of contact and with Govarneor
James Douglas agreed on a reserve, which would be set-aside for the use and benefit
of Secwepemc people. This reserved ¢alled The Haskonlith Douglas reserve is over
one million acres in size. The Neskonlith/Douslas reserve was subsequentiy reduced
‘o the three small present day reserves — Adams Lake, Little Shuswayp, and Neskonlith
Since /274, when British Columbia became a part of Canada, the yrovince has main-
tained its practice o‘F allotting land to settlers and devalopment companies with-
out taking secwepme Title and Rights into account. Under the Canadian constitu-
Tion, tThe yravmcas assumed exclusive jurisdietion over land use. Federal policias did
not recognize the inherent land rights of the Secwepeme, All this took place despite
the faet that the Terms of Union agreement recognized the imperial legal policy,
ncluding the Rovyal Proclamation of /763 which protects Native sovereignty and
specities that nation to nation freaties are the only means of ol:‘t‘o.lmng erown
title.
Throughout history, The Canadian jovernment has systematically attempted to
axterminate and assimilate The Secwepemc peorle To avoid racognizing tham as Peo-
tles. Govarnment policy has included:

~Enactment the Indian Act

- Establishment o4 Indian resarves

- Racist \aws {from /927 — /95/) Secwepame could not meet re; land Claims

~Internment of children in Indian residential schools
The Secwepeme have continually fought for recognition of their Title and Rights, In
/110, the Secwepeme, Okaragan, and Couteau Tribes patitioned Sir Wilfred Laurier
for recagnition of their Title and Rights. In /926, Chiet William Perrish traveled to
England To seek an address with the Queen but was refused an audience.
The Jecwepeme have never given up Their inalienable right's and Title to their land.
They have never surrendered iT, sold it, or signed Treatias with any government,

% i T‘;’ RE%%%% L TION OF SECWEPEMC TI-

In 1181, The r|5h+s of indigenous peozle were included in Seetion 35 af The Canadian
constitution — "The existing aboriginal and treaty rights ot Tha aboriginal peogles

o4 Canada are hereby recognized and affirmed’. Neither Canada nor the Provincial

government can extinguish Aboriginal Title without indigencus consent because of
the constitutional protection in Section 25,

The Supreme Court of Canada in iTs Degamuukw decision in /997, re-affirmed and
recognized The collective land rights of indigenous pecples. Aboriginal Title is a
legal concept recognizing indigenous collective proprietary interasts based upon
the fact that indigencus pectles lived and used their Traditional territories before
Eurcyean contact and settlement, It flows from the diverse indigenous legal sys-
tam and it is enshrined in settler and indigenocus laws,

The Delgamuukw says:

-Aboriginal title is a land right or proyerty right

~Aborigmal titie is a collective right

-Aboriginal Title is unique

~Aboriginal +1tle is a right To exclusive occupation
The Canadian government adamantly refusas to abide by it's own court and recog-
nize the Title and Rights o4 indigenous peoyles and consequently ignore their own
laws,
Surrender of Aboriginal Title and Rights has been the sole aim of the federal gov-
ernment before and since Delgamuukw decision. Rather than recognize the inher-
ent Rights and title of the Secwapeme, the Federal government attempts to reach
agreamants under their prasent land claims policy, The /936 Comprehensive Claims
Policy which requiras the extinguishment of Aboriginal Titte, It retfuses to recog-



NURALE GIATION

w®irst of all we would like to acknowledge Tatau, the Creator, through
Manalays, the Great Spirit, for all he has provided us since the beginning of
time and still provides today,”

The following information explains what makes a nation, kow a nation is

sovereign, and how our ancestors/elders have always protected our land and
our resources for the future of our chﬂdren. .

NATT ONHOQDs

What makes a Netdon? - A nation of pecple have their own: Religion, language,
land Base and laws, The Nw@lk People have been given all these gifts from
our Creator, The Creator provided to our people everything that we have today,
and it is our responsibility to take care of the land and the resources our

land provides for us for the future of cur children and these children yet
unborn,

RELIGI ON:

'“E%UTIKALH

On May 2nd, 2000, grassroot
traditicnalists within the
St'at'imc Nation began reoccu-
pying a piece of their tradi-
tional territory at Sutikalh or
Melvin Creek (approximately
%4 hours north of Vancouver,
Coast Salish Territory “british
columbia, kanada”). Sutikalh
was started by St'at’imc

-women, and they have been
guiding the community over
the past year. Band council
chiefs (who receive their
authority from the kanadian
government) were not in-
volved with Sutikalh, until the
people forced them to support
it and take a stand for
St'at'imc sovereignty. The
settlement stands in the way
of a 355 million ski resort that
is planned for the area, by

_ Mancy Greene Raine (an
olympic gold medalist) and her husband Al Raine, through the permission

of the "bc” government. In August 2000, environmental assessment
approval gave the final stamp to the development, but the machines have
been halted by Sutikalh. The people at Sutikalh have remained strong in
their stand and continue to resist the genocidal kanadian government.
They need help in spreading the word about Sutjkalh and informing the
International community. International attention must focus on Sutikalh
now, before the situation errupts into another Oka or Gustafsen Lake (two
recent pelice/military assaults against Native people in kanada). Below is a
declaration from the Sutikalh community. ] ;

Greetings from Sutikalh, St'at’ime Territory 53
May 10Th, 2004, May 10, 1911 Declaration -

We the people of the St'at'imc Nation resettled our original-land base here,
at Sutikalh (Melvin Creek) on May 2nd, 2000. Due to our living conditions
on reserves, we felt this action was necessary for the survival of our people
as a nation. Not only is it legally and morally correct, it is also our birth-
right to sustain ourselves on our lands of our choosing. This pristine area,
we call home, is also home to Grizzly Bears, Mountain Goats, edible and
medicinal plants.and all life. The ski resort, that Nancy Greene Raine, Al
Raine and the governments are planning, is once again an anti-life policy of
genocide against our people and our lands.

The environmental assesments and following studies were not complete
and honest. The process was structured so that the corporations:would
gain approval and that Native people would once again be sacrificed, at any
cost. We are making this stand for all people that want to live in peace.



Looking back at our oral history, we know that our land is our only hope of
survivin? the coming storm. We encourage all people of like mind to return
to their lands, or help people that are in the process of doing so. Here at
Sutikalh, we believe that our action is the only way we can help others
believe in their birthright to their lands. Our position challenges the as-
sumed jurisdiction of the “province of bc”, The “province of bc” is in the
process of stealing more of our lands and, pessibly, assaulting our settle-
ment. The change of government (from a centrist leftist [NDP] to a right
wing government [BC Liberals]) on May 16th, surely means aggression will
be directed at us. We are prepared to do what ever it takes to defend our _
position. We need people to be aware of what we are up against and awaré
of what exactly is being done against us daily. '

The support.we need is endless.. We do not have financial support from
anybody. We need building materials and things to help us sustain our-
selves. We need help letter writing and with paper work. But most of all
we need people to spread our word., We forsee all kinds of negative
thoughts and actions taken against us. ' ;

We will remain here on our lands, forever, likke our ancestors. We will hold
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1= Nuxalk Nation, Bella Coola
“british columbia’

2= Sutikelh, st'at'imc territory
“british columbia

3= skwelkwek'welt, Secwepmec
territorv, “british columbia”

4- Cold lake, Dene Suline territory,
“‘alberta’ .

5- la loche, Dene suline territory,
“saskatchwan”

6- Esgencopetit],Mi'Kmaq territory,
“burnt church, new brunswick”




wownorles nave Their own land base, their own religion, their own
language,and their own laws,
It also means that we have our own &Jve“agntv

what is soveraignty? -
SOVERET GNTY

Oour SOVEREIGNTY is our traditional ways! It is our fishing, hunting, ceremo-
wies, laws, stories, songs, potlatches,and dances, Our SCVEREIGNTY is a sacred
gift handed down to us by Tatau, our Creator, It is something that was never
given to us by any government or business.

our SOVERELGNTY is when we hunt, where we hunt, when we fish and where we
PishI our SOVERETGNTY is our plant foods and medicines! Cur SOVEREIGNIY is our
traditional way of life,

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO OUR PEOPLE TODAY?

This means that we are the iuxalkme, and we will always be the people of this
land, the Mmxalk Territory, We were born with our language, our culture, our
traditions, our stories, our songs, and our dances, These are gifts that have
been provided to the NMxallme, by Tatau (God), our Creator through Manakays
(lord), the Great Spirit. We are a sovereign nation, No person Or no government
has the right to take away what our Creator provided for us, In L13, “Chief
Jim Pollard, stated to Roval Commission on Indian Affairsthat, “When I was a
oy my father and the old men of the tribe told us to becareful with our land
and property here, ot to give it away, or sell it, wewant t let you know that
the fish is the same as a bank, this is where wederive (get) our income from,”

our Elders and our Chiefs continue to protect our land and our resources

today, The Nuxalk Nation has never signed any agreements or treaties with

the Covernment of Canada or the Government of B.C, This is what our elders mean
when they tell us to be careful because the government is working hard to
take away a1l our rights, and they want us to sign agreements with them,

Why?

We are still protected by international law, the Royal Pmlamamon of 1763
(Indian Act and the Constitution of 7&}

wayl

this piece was taken from the Nuxallk website

www.nuxallk,org
| contact the House of Smayusta, governmentenuxalkorg, .0,
: Box 8, Bella Coola, Nuxalk Territory, BC VOT 1CO CANADA

Telephone' (.450) —5375 FAX: (250) 799
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waters Is terrorism. A

Will these non-native fishermen be investigated, et alone charged, for crimes
against humanity (for perpetuating genocide) or for terrorism? Will they even be
charged for attempted murder? Absolutely not. The RCMP sanctions these acts by
allowing, time and time again, for them to happen. . '

In the last 3 years since the SCC Marshall decision the non-native fishermen have
come into our waters with hostile intentions multiple times, More than half the
time the RCMP escorted them in under the guise of a “peaceful protest,” Every
single time the non-natives came in they committed acts of violence and/or prop-

“erty.damage. Yet, the RCMP continues to play ignorant. _

In this last instance the RCMP waited for the non-natives at the edge of our bay
and moved out of their way to allow them to pass. The RCMP did nothing to stop
the non-natives. The RCMP adopted the usual role of just watching for natives to
conduct the criminal act of defending themselves, while turning a blind eye to the
criminal activity of the aggressors. 3 :

After the act of war was conducted against my people, the RCMP district com-
mander, Kevin Vickers, failed in a racist attempt to protect the non-natives and
criminalize the Mikmaq by stating only Burnt Church fired shots and the non-
natives did not. Mikmaq amateur video proved otherwise
These attacks on my people can not be tolerated. The Mikmaq people have been
exercising an almost inexhaustible supply of patience and the warriors have con-
ducted themselves with incredible restraint. Since the law enforcement agencies
have clearly proven, once 2gain, that they are the enemy and not the protectors,
then the Mikmagq people have no choice but to aggressively defend themselves and
their children by force if force is used against them:; _

James Ward, Burnt Church Mikmagq Nation (506)776-5629 email
crimson_nemisis@hotmail.

Our songs and dances are a gift from Manakays, He gave all the pecple in the
world these giffs, the Mexican, the spanish, the Norwegian, to name others, How
we look after them is important, Other people have lost their dances & songs,
our songs & dances come from the land, thev tell who we are, When we dance, we
dance for him,

Feasting & potlatching are part of cur wavs, they are still practised today,
Even when the government tried to make us stop practising these wavs our
people continued to feast and potlatch, Familynapes are passed down at these
occasions, Tu tus kwanataw -the Crv song ceremony is performed when a loved
one moves on to the spirit world, The Cry song of the Raven has a very impor-
tant significance to all of us that believe in God s gifts. In this smayusta
are numerous teachings, The strength of the medicine in the spruce bough comes
from this story, We use the spruce bough %  smoke people out this is to
strengthen thelr cmnwas (guardian spirit)

qungwtstsut - “Cleansing/Washing Ceremony” In the December svlstice Manakays
and the angels have a meeting in heaven, thev decide who will dle, they
decide how many children will be born, they decide how manv fish will go up
the river basically thev decide how we will prosper, Each of us is torn with a
cmnwas “guardian spirit” sometimes when we are in a serious life threatening
accident the only remson we survive is because of the strong cmnwas, It pre-
vents us from dyving. but it can al= leave us, There are ways we can take care
of this cmwas - smoking out, then holding a feast to acknowledge to God that
we remember our ways, At this feast we acimowledge the people who dssisted us
in whatever way thev may have helped by distributing gifts, (redistribution of
wealth) When we hold this feast what we are doing is making the Creator smile
therefore the decision made by God and the Angels can be reversed,

LANGUAGES

The Mipalk language is part of the Coast salish dialect. We all know the
history of how we alwmost lost our language through the Residential school
svstem, Today our larguage is being taught at Acwsaleta school and in the
public school, , .
LANDs

The territory of the Nuxalk is vast, Our smayustes are far reaching, Through
the Clellamin family owr smayustas .go as far as Alexis Creek (Alexii was one
of the first trothers to descend to earth), * King Island is known as
Nwellmalus the centre of the Muxalk Territory, Each tribe of the Nuxalk are
recognized distinctly - Kwalhnme (people from the Kwatna territory) Telivume
- south Bentick sutslme - Kimsquit ste, etc, “According to Elders who are no
Jonger here our peorle use to number over ten thousand therefore we must have
had 2 land base equal to the amount of people,

: LAWs
Zach Chief had 2 right hand man who helped keep the law, The right hand man
would do the undesirable work of the Chief, The laws were very strict, There
were laws to protect the river, River guardians were put in place to protect
the river, There are many laws that we as Nw@lkme had, and we must go o our
elders to learn what our traditional laws are,

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

JTtmeans . . ¢ ¢ » o « Nuxalk.Nation is & nation, It means that we are a
nation of people just Iike Indim is a nation, Japan is a nation, A1l these



