BASH THE FASH (1)
ANTI-FASCIST RECOLLECTIONS 1984-93

K. BUILLSTREET

This is literally a no-punches pulled account of Anti Fascist Action’s fight
against fascism in Britain by a grassroots anarchist member of AFA. It s
important, not because he makes any pretence at being a leading light but
because the many small (or not so small) contributions such people make are

key to the success that AFA achicved.
Written with honesty and a sense of humour, the tale of challenging the
fascists for control of the streets — and winning — never descends to political

cliché or reads like a pools torecast.

Obviously, a changed political environment requires diffcrent tactics from
the anti-fascist movement, but it's equally clear that, if we don’t record our
recent success (because it is the success of AFA that changed the landscape,) our
enemies will write us out of history. Here's an insight into the true story.

“I¢t must be said that the fascists don’t have a very good record in the courage
department. They often like the skinhead haircut, bomber jacket and Doc
Martens to look hard, but they rarely ‘walk the walk’. Of course large groups of
them like to attack vulnerable targets, but if they expect somce opposition they
are not so brave. At 1yde Park once three coachloads of them (ic 100 - 150)
jumped off their buses and came screaming towards 20 AFA comrades who
stood their ground. As the fascists got nearer some started to lag behind, then

the leaders slowed to a jog, then a walk, then they just stood ata distance

shouting abuse until the police arrived. Wankers.” ANTI.FA“I‘T
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Des Patchrider The Couriers are Revolting:
The Despatch Industry Workers Union 1989-92

Anarcho-syndicalism on bikes! An insiders account of the ups and downs of
organising an anarcho-syndicalist union in London’s despatch industry. Full of
bright ideas to make the boss’s life a misery, this pamphlet shows just how
much it is possible to achieve with a handful of dedicated people, without the
TUC being forced to call a general strike on their behalf!
“Lively and candid” — Industrial worker

“Honest and funny” — private hire and courier

Kate Sharpley Library, 2000 26p. 21cm. 1-873605-67-6 pamphlet
£1.50
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Albert Meltzer
Anarchism: arguments for and against

AK Press have recently issued an updated version of this classic introduction to
anarchism, reflected in the objections that other ideologies — from Marxists to
fascists — make to it, and including a section on ordinary people’s views of
anarchism.

The text has been revised and this is now a small book rather than a pamphlet -
lacking the amusing but sometimes baffling cartoons from carlicr editions — and
is well worth acquiring, even if you have a copy of an carlier edition.

AK, in their inimitable style, say that it's a perfect stocking filler, but more than
that it is a cracking introduction to anarchist ideas (from one who was never
afraid to put his money where his mouth was) and even old hands may pick up
some handy debating points.

AK Press, 2000. 96p, 17cm. 1-873176-57-0 paperback

£2.95
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Waterloo - Antifascists in action
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conference which attracted 22 groups from the USA, Canada and Europe was a
huge success. The Militant Anti-Fascist Network which resulted s alrcady
proving influential, with a particular resonance in Germany, where the far-right
have just recently entered regional government.

As well as countering far-right initiatives, AFA has been pro-active on behalf
of anti-fascism in other areas. In 1991 it launched its own magazine Fighting
Talk. Through music based organisations like Cable Street Beat and Freedom
of Movement and it’s influcnce with fanzines at leading football clubs it has, by
pre-empting the fascists, helped re-awaken the tradition of anti-fascist working
class resistance at a cultural level.

Since 1985 AFA has diligently and successfully repulsed a whole scries of
initiatives by the far-right. Demonstrating in that process not only how, but as
importantly why, fascism must be ruthlessly confronted at the earliest possible
stage. An obvious result being that despite having one of the highest race attack
rates in Europe (a figure that has quadrupled in a decade) the British far-right,
unlike their political counterparts in mainland Europe (the far-right recently
topping the poll in Austria) have thus far been firmly confined to the margins,
That said, it is a situation the BNP, by standing in all regions and distributing
over 10 million recruitment leaflets for the European clections in June, are
clearly determined to change. As they openly admit if AFA can be outflanked:
‘if AFA can be stopped, that is all we need to win'.

In recognition of this danger, militant anti-fascism, rather than resting on it’s
laurels, has been busily preparing for the challenge. It is a new phase of the
struggle. Which if won in Britain, can trigger a similar resistance in Europe.

An historic struggle.

A struggle moreover you personally can help win.
Join AFA. Ring the National Office. 07000 569 569
or write to AFA, BM 1734, London, WC1TN 3XX.

Further reading

Heroes or Villains published by AFA

The 43 Group by Morris Beckman

Durruti: The People Armed by Abel Paz (Black Rose books)
Germany Calling: A short history of British fascism by Ross Bradshaw
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and come out with spirits unbroken. Three members of Red Action got a total
of 11 years for throwing the notorious fascist Nicky Crane through a bus
shelter. Other anti-fascists attacked a National Front march (uphill and
outnumbered!) in Yorkshire and each got a few years chokey. Several other
comrades have been banged up for lesser periods.

The most important thing with anti-fascism is to show up. There arc a
thousand excuses we could give to other people and ourselves, so 1 believe the
hardest part of anti-fascism is getting out of bed. It is a fact of life that in a
punch-up two people can nearly always beat one, so numbers on the strect are
cntical. Even if we have two small anti-fascists against one massive nazi
skinhead the anti-fascists can win if they attack from two sides at once, prefera-
bly armed with something heavy!

Despite saying that, I must admit that for much of the 1990s 1 have given
excuses and not shown up for many of the call-outs. To be honest I cannot
afford to get arrested again. 1 got caught and fined in 1985 and 1986, and in
1989 1 got 150 hours ‘Commumty Service’. The magistrate made it clear that
the next time | got caught it would mean a prison sentence. [ have two young
children now and a working wife. 1f 1 got sent down my wife would have to
give up her job that pays well and she enjoys. This is the classic situation of if
you can't do the time don't do the crime! So fear of legal action has more-or-less
stopped me getting involved in the fisticuffs side of anti-fascism. This 1s ironic
from the view that in the Second World War people were given medals, for
fighting against the nazis and fascists. Fortunately fascist activity has declined in
the 1990s (probably temporarily) thanks in part no doubt to them getting
battered so much in the 1980s!

Appendix 5: Text of AFA leaflet, 1999

Anti-fascist Action was formed in 1985. The founding statement commtted
AFA to provide a “physical and ideological opposition” to the far-right. Since
then, AFA has faithfully fulfilled this role, playing a pivotal part in the fight
against fascism.

An immediate focus for the new organmisation was the annual NF Remem-
brance Day parade. The NF at the time were the main fascist party and
Remembrance Day was the highlight in the fascist calendar. An estimated 2,000
fascists took part in 1986 and in successive years AFA led similar numbers of
anti-fascists into the area. This focus led the BNP to withdraw entirely from
the event, complaining that the area was ‘full of reds’. And by 1990 the NF
itself had been whittled down to 200.

Mcanwhile in between times, smaller NF marches elsewhere were often
completely disrupted by AFA. Notable successes in this period included Stock-
port and Bury St. Edimunds both in 1986. The fall-out from the latter leading
directly to a split in the NF, with one faction abandoning the ‘march and grow’
tactic entirely (a scenario destined to be repeated by the BNP almost a decade
later).

1989 saw the music based Blood and Honour movement establish itself in
Carnaby Street in the heart of Central London with, significantly, a number of
outlets openly trading in far-right merchandise. As well as ‘removing’ the
fascists from the pubs locally, a concerted six month campaign saw the B&H
shops forcibly shut down, and the far-right influence in the area extinguished.

In an attempt to turn the tide, B&H announced that a major international gig
with a thousand tickets sold in advance was to be held in London. On 27th May
1989 AFA occupied their re-direction point at Marble Arch, preventing 500
fascists, many who had travelled from Europe, from attending the event.

It would be Scptember 1992 before B&H, by now huge on the continent,
would be tempted to try again. An initiative resulted in what the media dubbed
the ‘Battle of Waterloo’. The battle which lasted over three hours, forced
Charing Cross, Waterloo and a host of smaller tube stations in the area to close
‘due to riots’.

By 1990 the BNP, now the largest far-right party, launched the ‘Rights for
Whites’ campaign in East London. AFA rose to the challenge, by ambushing
two clection meetings in quick succession, and for the first time since the 1970s
took over the BNP/ NF Brick Lane paper sale. This was followed by an inten-
sive campaign of work in the area. 60,000 leaflets were distributed door to door.
AFA speakers addressed mectings in schools and with community groups. BNP
pubs were targeted. While a 10,000 strong Unity Carnival in the summer of
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woolly-liberalness towards fascism. For decades prior to the DAM most
anarchists were pacifists, hippies, academics and had beards.

A comrade added-up the numbers at one of our biggest events (the 1991
Unity Carnival 1 think) and counted 120 Red Action, 60 DAM, 20 Workers
Power, 8 Class War and a few ‘independents’.

Without a doubt AFA contained the best anti-fascists of our generation. AFA
is of the same calibre as the anti-fascists in the Spanish Civil War, The 43
Group, the Cable Street veterans, and the Italian and French anti-nazi partisans.
I feel honoured to have met and befriended some of the most genuine, warm
and brave people in Britain.

Nearly all those involved in physically confronting the fascists are socialists or
anarchists. As such we are revolutionaries opposed to capitalism and its govern-
ments. Our long-term aim is of course to confront the government and the
cmployers in order to bring about a free and fair society. In the meantime it is
not bad practice to beat the crap out of a few miserable fascists, and 1f we can’t
do that what chance would we ever have against the main enemy?

The best anti-fascist combatants are those with the most ‘bottle’ (nerve), not
necessarily those with the biggest physiques. Some of the incidents over the
years still make me chuckle at their audacity. For example when Red Action
battered some National Front members in Central London, saw them taken to
St. Thomas’s Hospital, waited for them outside, then battered them again!

Some aspects of anti-fascism are undoubtedly a good laugh. But it is also
satisfying to be doing something really useful instead of arguing about political
theory or dreaming about utopia. Another plus side is that strong friendships
develop among comrades who have shared dangerous moments together.

3. Them...

Fascism the world over is essentially a middle-class ideology based on national-
ism, capitalism, obedicnce and snobbery. British fascists express this ideology
by hating whichever minority is convenient at the time. Fascists appear to have
no knowledge of what the word ‘scapegoat’ means. They usually harp on about
their Christian credentials and so hate Jews, ignoring the fact that Jesus and the
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‘what has it got to do with her?” Jim replied “...because you'll be living round
there from now on!” The son never did go on the march.

20. Conclusion

As 1 said at the beginning, my anti-fascist activities are not of epic proportions.
But if you consider 100 or 200 people doing a similar amount, plus a handful of
real heroes who have cach battered dozens or hundreds of fascists, then you can
see why the far-right dare not have a strect presence in Britain at this time. We
should be proud of that.

On a note of caution though, the fascists now try to inveigle their politics
into community issues. For example they try to get local councillors elected to
tackle issues such as housing for ‘white’ people. They have been quite success-
ful at this, and this may be the precursor to them getting the confidence to get
the boneheads out on the streets again. (In 2000 the NF have started having
marches again in Kent and the East Midlands - Ed.)

Red Action and others have monitored this shift in the fascists tactics, and
formed a counter-strategy. It is not as glamorous as the strect-fighting activitics,
but seeing as | am not doing anything better | won’t criticise it here.

The reason this booklet is called Bash The Fash (1) is because hopefully
other activists will be encouraged to put pen to paper and record their own
experiences in Bash The Fash (2), Bash The Fash (3), or its equivalent. With
luck we’ll get more sequels than Rocky.

Appendix 1: Searchlight

Gerry Gable, editor of Searchlight, now openly admits to working hand-in- w_o....n
with the police and MI5. There are three main reasons why co-operating with
the police against the fascists is a bad idea (i) the police demand or covertly
obtain information about our side who they regard as a worse enemy anyway
(ii) the police agenda is against ‘extremists’ left and right, which may account
for Searchlight’s disgraceful smear campaign against some fine anti-fascists in the
DAM and Class War (iii) as some hairy bloke once said “the emancipation of
the working class is the task of the working class alone™ ie we can fight our own
battles thank you very much.

Appendix 2: Tottenham

On the first day of the JJ Foods strike the Turkish boss drafted in members of
the Turkish fascist organisation, the Grey Wolves, to attack the strikers. The
fascists used sticks, bricks, bottles, crowbars and billiard balls in bags. Twenty
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trade unionists and human rights activists. Look for example at Northern
Ircland, Turkey, Guatemala, or even Tottenham 1995 (JJ Foods strike - see
Appendix 2). Despite the smallish size of the fascist parties they do have a
massive knock-on influence over the policies of the large mainstream political
partics all over Europe, whether in power or out. The mainstream parties adopt
half of the policies of the fascist parties in order to steal their thunder, and to
placate tabloid editors — scruples don’t come into it! In 1979 Thatcher adopted
half the policics of the National Front and promptly got elected.

As a teenager, open to new ideas, | once bought a copy of National Front
News from a cheerful skinhead outside Borough tube station. 1 had a good
read, and found it interesting that their opposition to American nuclear
weapons in Britain coincided with mine. The idea of belonging to something a
bit dangerous and controversial is quite attractive to some people. There is the
possibility of a bit of action, and people do like to fight for a cause to give their
lives some meaning. So it is casy to sce how the Far Right could look exciting
to rebellious youngsters.

Another appeal of fascism is that it scems to give ‘power’ to the average
down-trodden white geezer. This power can be expressed formally in marches
through multi-ethnic areas, or informally by gangs of fascists or racists roaming
about looking for isolated black or Asian people to attack. They even glory in
these cowardly attacks and call them ‘Anti-Mugging Patrols’. Never mind that
its ten pissed-up lads against one or two school-kids or pensioners. If they go
unchallenged they soon feel that they ‘own’ the local streets, ie that it is their
manor, and that mentality encourages them into more attacks.

It is the prevention and control of this situation that AFA tackled. Whenever
we heard that the fascists were mobilising for a march, public meeting or other
cvent we would also mobilise, often at very short notice, and attempt to give
them a pasting. The idea was that they would not feel safe to walk the strecets.
Iron bars, wooden poles and bricks were sometimes used, but generally just
fists and boots. This usually resulted in just cuts and bruises, but more impor-
tantly damaged their delusions of grandeur and fragile macho cgos.

The fascists have no fear of the larger middle-class socialist groups such as
the SWP, RCP, WRP, The Labour Party, ctc. | could quote a hundred examples
of those organisations’ cowardice and hypocrisy. So I supposc it is ironic that
the fascists and the real anti-fascists (ie us) arc united in our contempt for
trendy lefties.

O

Following the racist murder of Rolan Adams in Thamesmcad there was a
large protest march in about 1991. At the march Red Action passed the word
around that there would be the opportunity for ‘further activitics’ later that
evening in London. Searchlight had printed some replica tickets to a League of
St. George meeting and given them to the Reds. Half the membership of the
League of St. George were old racist British Empire codgers, and half were
boot-and-braces skinheads. A match made in heaven!

Assorted people from the Rolan Adams march tagged along, instead of it
being an invitation-only thing. The Reds kept the location secret until everyone
arrived at Kensington Town Hall. There were a few skinheads guarding the
door and there was a bit of argy-bargy until Gerry Gable stepped in and said the
skinheads were in fact working under cover for Searchlight.

So the anti-fascists piled into the meeting. Only half-a-dozen old duffers
were there and they were told to sit down and shut up while Gable gave them a
lecture on fascism. Other League of St. George members arrived in dribs and
drabs and were thrown down the stairs or given a slap depending on how much
resistance they put up. Some went and listened meekly to Gable but some
made quite a rumpus. One noisy bastard who wouldn’t keep quiet had to be
locked in a cupboard, alone to lick his wounds.

By this time, with blood dripping down the stairs, some of the more delicate
anti-fascists, in particular some students from Leeds, started to get panicky.
They didn’t realise that anti-fascism involves fighting fire with firc, and they
wanted to leave. This would have compromised everything so a certain person
told them to sit down and shut the fuck up. But eventually the students were
getting really jumpy and it was decided that all our side had to lcave together.

Upon leaving the Town Hall police cars started screeching up. Everyone
dispersed, some by taxi. Gable and one of the leading lights in the Reds were
arrested.

In about 1992 Madness were playing a gig in Finsbury Park, North London.
Although they are a kosher band they had one member who was ex-NF, so
fascists liked to go to their gigs for a little dance. Or maybe the fascists do have
some good taste in music despite being silly as arseholes in every other depart-
ment. Either way, AFA mobilised because the fash were expected to be there.

Red Action, DAM and a few others were holed up in a pub called the Enkell
Arms. Some DAM members went scouting and found the fascists in another
pub nearby. They nipped back to the Enkell Arms to ‘gather the troops’.
Unfortunately there was a lot of dithering by certain people, and before you
could say “Freedom For Tooting” the fascists had found the Enkell Arms.
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