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Read your BTB program’s book
donation guidelines. Some do not
accept hardcover books, books with a
lot of wear, or books outside of
specifically requested topics. Most
prisons also do not allow spiral-bound
books, or books with writing,
highlighting, or stains. New and like-
new paperbacks are most preferred.

Donating unusable books will create
more work for volunteers working with
limited space.

NYC BTB’s basement workspace

Frequently Requested Genres

* Dictionaries, language learning

e Coloring, how-to-draw, origami, crafting

e Puzzles, crosswords, sudoku

e Thrillers, mysteries, horror

« Sci-fi/fantasy

e Urban fiction

e Manga, comics, graphic novels

e History, philosophy

e BIPOC memoirs, fiction

e Zodiac, astrology, occult

e Trade/business (construction, writing,
music industry, real estate, personal

finance, etc.)
+ all aforementioned
genres in Spanish

e Self-help
¢ Prisons and legal guides

* Yogaand fitness

Where to Glean Books

* Stoops and swaps

* Buy Nothing groups

e Bookstore overstock

¢ Schools and universities

e People who work in publishing often have
more advance reader copies (ARCs) than
they know what to do with!

e Library overstock e Little free libraries

e Hostabookdrive

—

Drop off books in-person, or by mail.

Sending books “media mail” at USPS
is the most economical way to ship
books. You will have to go to the
counter (not the self-service kiosk)
and let a postal worker know that your
package contains only books. As of
2026, media mail is $4.47 for the first
pound, then 75¢ for each additional
pound.

If dropping off
books in-person,
stick around to
fulfill requests! It’s
fun and can give
you a better sense
of what people are
looking for.




