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A FEW DISCLATMERS:

I do not claim to be the sole arbiter of how transformative justice is performed.

T] (transformative justice) demands nuance, and this zine is not an exha@

resource when it comes to dealing with every situation.

These ideas are not my own: T] was created by and for Black and Indigenous
communities so that they could make their spaces safe without relying on the
processes of the state. My purpose in making this zine is to uphold
BIPOC-formed methods of transforming communities as superior to our
society’s current punishment process and to accessibly relay my understanding
of this topic to those that my platform can reach. I encourage readerstodo |
more research on T] past reading about my personal thoughts on the pr@
\ and have included a list of resources at the back of the zine.

At every step, TJ's primary goal is to center survivors, protect them at all costs,
and honor their wishes in every decision that is being made about the
community. Since the topic of this zine is how we relate to abusers in our
communities after we learn about their violence, it talks a lot more about
abusers than survivors. In no way do I mean to decenter survivors, and want to
be clear that no matter what I say in the following pages, if the survivor in your
particular situation doesn’t agree with my thoughts, then the zine should be
\thrown out. If you are aiming to implement principles of T}, your job first and

¥ foremost is to listen to the wishes of the survivor.

INTENT:

I'wrote this zine after leaving a community in which people congratulated
themselves for their commitment to “feminism,” and then told me I was
overreacting when I expressed distaste for the fact that they were still close
friends with a man that stalked me. I know situations like this happen all the
time, so my intent in writing this is to both share what I know about what
true accountability looks like, and to call out those that claim to support

survivors, but don’t walk their talk by participating in accountability
" Pprocesses. | ask that readers show up to this work ready to be critical of

\-‘.~\t}1emselves and their communities,
DEPICATION:

This zine is dedicated to survivors whose communities told them they were

overreacting when they asked for accountability to be taken. It’s possible to be

in community with people that make you feel safe and valued, and I sincerely
) hope that you find exactly that. Fuck the gaslighters.
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QUESTIONS
TRAT OUVIDE THE

TS PROCESS:
Transformative justice requires communities to come

together to have hard conversations about how violence
entered their space, and how they are going to prevent it

@ B from happening again. This involves the community
E Eg 5 E wrestling with these ideas as a group, as well as
0 \_individual members of the community doing the personal
ww interrogating their own actions. L

Let’'s make sure we’re starting from the same place:
) A
though abusers are human beings that are capable of oM™V NAL
transformation, they do not deserve pity and sympathy. -How can we stop the current incidence of violence, ensure the
They will be held accountable, not handed empathy, after N\ Survivor's safely, and create justice in this situation? __~

they have committed violence. Sad they lost friends? Sad . o ]
-Taking the survivor’s wishes into account, how can we hold the

= - : = rviy
they got dumped? Sad their life was tumned upside down? perpetrator of this violence accountable? How does the survivor want

None of it would have happened if they hadn’t wreaked us as a community to hold each other a
ccountable?
havoc in their communities. It doesn’t matter how hard \ , untapiey ./

4 they've had itin the past. There is no excuse for harming -How do we transform the conditions that allowed this to happen so

1 others, and we will have no remorse as we demand they | Qat violence isn't enacted in our community again? -
step up to take accountability. Before you jump to defend |
an abuser’s honor, remember that the reason they're |
being held accountable is because of choices that they | i PETIONALAA

made and could have prevented. You look goofy e “ et e otvilence, beena
rm and are now -Have | personally ena e current inci nce, t
defending people ot otiely ose ha passive bystander, or otherwise contributed to making this

having to deal with the consequences of their actions. / ‘\Wn | take accountability for my role in
;o these things? /

‘ -What do | need to further educate myself on in order to do this
work?

-What structures or support will 1 put in place to ensure that | am not

shirking any of the responsibility | have to address this situation? _
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. | e : eI TS WENWRD
A E] 9@\1’5 L\tﬂ TRAT NOU FEEL EMPATHY FORABVSERS
. o IR yc;u feel empéthy for people-that are hévingt deal with the © _
? m E m U [3 B OR 1 consequences of being abusive, you need to a:k yzaur:;If whey —

you're able to muster such a feeling in response to their
violence. Some questions to sit with: why do | feel sorry for
them? Is it because | have been in a similar situation and am
hoping | never get called out the way they have been? Is it
because | don't understand why what they did was a big deal?
Is it because | can see myself doing something similar in the
future, and am hoping that if | pay some empathy forward, |

Transformative justice recognizes that abuse doesn't exist
within a vacuum; abuse is leared, enabled, and perpetuated
by systems of people. Thus, TJ calls us to take a hard look in

the mirror when we find out that abuse crept into our

communities. It would be easier to put all the blame on the one
person that directly enacted violence, but we would never get won't get it as bad as they have? Long story short: if you're

to the root of the issue, and never actually oust vi.olenoe.from | finding any sort of empathy for abusers, you need to ask
our spaces. This process involves the community coming | . yourself if it's because you are or have been abusive as well.
_

together to decide how to create a safe space as a group, but |
it also involves each individual looking at their own actions and |

taking personal accountability for the ways in which they have | ?
stood in the way of ensuring the safety of everyone involved. é ¢ AN ABUSER L\LES

Here are a few things that you need to sit with if you have you , JOU PROBA NN \'\A\IE NT DONE
\.___been in communities where abuse has taken place‘:_J AN"‘ ™\ N & 10 HOLD T HEM AC 7] UNTA&.E

| 4 - If you feel safe around abusers, and your first instinct when !
—— they are accused of violence is to defend their honorable * -
intentions, you should think twice before saying that you stand
in solidarity with survivors. If you feel safe and sure that a

SILENCE \S VIOLENCE! .
T S P — 1 known abuser would never inflict violence onto you, it's

e because you have aligned yourself with them in a way that has

/" Your lack of action when it comes to holding abusers \ i positioned you to be protected by their power, rather than

~ accountable makes you complicit in their violence and "~ | Hrsetoned by it Aacymuraetf hearyest havy Secomons
Selmaiidiedhady environmen.t. ifyssyihaven fiodne  palatable to an abuser that you're able to get along with them.
anything to ensure the safe.ty of survivors, you ha\{ent one | Recognize that feeling safe around someone like that means
anytping o di§mpt the viotenca ik they facetcrj‘ ": sy::rrivors | ; . you have aligned yourself with them, rather than_ standing |.n
sl RefusLng 0 takc:ra s;ta:d o ::uf::\?villi:gness to /f 5 . solidarity with their survivor. You should be standing opposite
have o choice out to confront shows it /| erpetrator, not cozying up to them. >
stand in solidarity with them. TJ is not a passive process: it | the perpe Zying up
demands that you pick a side and stand your ground there.




HOLDING AN ARBUSER AC (OUNTA®BLE DOESN'T
INVOWE PARTYING | WITH TREM 0N A
TRIDAY N16HT?

| 1 ’ ]
B e e
'“’:4 Holding someone accountable doesn’t involve mvntmg
them over to take shots on the weekend, laughing with ===
BOODODDODUTUCICICICITICIENEY | them over a weekday lunch, or crafting a social media _—i—
WIS post about how great they are. None of these things put ____
an abuser in a situation where they will be focused on !
transforming themselves; they are distractions from the :*:‘“
. accountability process. Being in an abuser’s space in a e
way that supports them through this process might |
~ involve initiating conversations about the toxicity of their |
community, giving them a ride to therapy, or calling them ==
| out when they aren't fully leaning into their accountability
work. Abusers can and should have access to a support
system, but they don’t need an invite to this weekend’s
party. Repeat after me: nothing changes if nothing a
changes. By that, | mean that if you're chumming around :QL:

Abusers do not have to be ostracized from loving
relationships for the rest of their lives; in fact, the whole '
point of transformative justice is to make sure that i
abusers transform themselves enough that they can give
and receive love in healthy ways. In order for this process
to work, abusers can’t be completely abandoned; leaving &
someone without support is a sure way to push them to

become even more jaded, violent, and unwilling to take
accountability. However, it's critical to understand that
; there are limits when it comes to what is appropriate and
what isn’t when you are holding someone accountable.
When you have recently learned of someone’s

: | . . . L anl i
i ol . ' with an abuser while their survivor is still trying to process _i.__
c::,':i:tc:é {: ::;::?c:‘:‘;t;;: :r;'::ee‘;:;: :‘u‘lz‘y |- T the trauma that they’ve experienced, you need to read ”LF _
that honors the wishes of the survivor £ == the room and ask yourself about how your refusal t.o _L
' o change the way you relate to an abuser is perpetuating ===
\, their violence and distracting them from taking true L
; accountabmty ‘ﬂ/' __JN
:r:— = r JL ™ f —V %a T_.
I e =
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! Nothing changes if nothing changes!! You cannot %

| transform a community when you're doing the same shit

as usual. In addition, someone that has enacted violence

in a community should never feel entitled to gain access
to that space again, no matter how much work they've
done. Some communities may be open to welcoming

™ abusers back after they've transformed themselves, but }
A TJ doesn’t necessitate that.
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| '~ community is accountability. Abusers can re-enter |
=T community when they’ve taken accountability and are «1’
~=+= able to have healthy relationships with others. Unti then, =7
|__ relationships with abusers shouldn't be casual, as you'd -=

| beletting them into community spaces before they've i ) All that being said, abusers eventually rejoin community,
=i done the work to eam their place there. The reason that || . whether that be a community they were previously a part
:@ abusers have been asked to leave community to work on =} of, or a new one that they seek out. The process of an

. themselves is because they have acted in ways that - I abuser reentering community is one of intentionality, both
ZT: made their communities unsafe. Until they have done the _} of the abuser and the community they are entering. If we
;’¢= work to transform themselves enough to prove thatthey | ;A stuck to a “do the crime, do the time” philosophy, we
—L  cansustain friendships and romantic relationships =& would simply let abusers come back to communities after

without hurting others, then they can't be in those - they've been exiled for x amount of time, and continue on
"I relationships. That's it! If people cannot be in loving “ with business as usual. But that wouldn’t be
‘”%: relationships without hurting others, then they don't getto | transformative! Such a mindset reinforces our colonized
===y __bein those relationships in the first placeﬁr ideas about punishment, and lets communities continue

S O | O O BRI I to perpetuate that systemic violence, instead of changing
1 S L S i N | B i

to become spaces in which such issues never arise.

Abusers moving into community looks different
depending on the situation, but here are a few things to
keep in mind as you figure out how to move fowvard..

YA







