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LECAUSE YOU WANT THAT RAISE,
1O BE ALL YOU CAN BE.

SIXTY HOURS A WEEK
MAKING SNEAKERS IN AN
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AND YOUR FRIENDS,
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Look.ifilwasuptomytgstes,of How much longer will we put off

course | wouldn't work with overthrowing this fuckedup system | | |
them. But it's not just up NQ" just 1o work towards temporary : 1
to me, | have to think ’ solutions 1o the problems it
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d mysterious calm, hal ost fille
fem Nobody heard what Big Brother was saying.
vas merely a few words of encouragement, the sort :
words that are uttered in the din of battle, not distinguish-

ble individually but restoring confidence by the fact of
lbl& ok 'Ehen‘ the face of Big Brother faded away

nﬂ instead the three slogans of the Party stood out
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Rediscovering the n

ot to be difficult, 1¢ ought
to be an instinctive act. Not just!
should we be mévcd'to

?in random bursts of virtuousness

replace our divots, If the Earth felt less Jike
sogething out there and more like an extension of our bodies, we'd care
i ; R : e L B
for it like kin. We'q" eng: '
(53 - . ]

duty-bound to do 50,

good. At a 1999 conference titled “Psychol-
O8Y As If the Whole Earth Mattered” at Harvard University’s ¢

‘ . Psychology and Social Ch.'ﬁ;lge, Panelists concluded,
|

J expanded to include the natural world, behavior leadi
‘ of this world will be experier

p 1ced as self—destruttion.”
Sounds promising. But don’t
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g to destructio
g to ruct n

hold your breath,

to have given mych consideration

Roszak views the current widespread senge of malaise as a kind of
“Separation anxiety” from nature. |

tshould be an €asy metaphor to cop.
nect with. We're bombarded these days with analyses of failed relatioq-
Al of dhe poyhological uvoe that breskups vrea The psychologica
‘ fallout from ouy breaktie_witb hature is like thag

: When you cut off arte.
1 Jial blood to an organ, the organ dies,

to it,

€N you cut the flow of nature
—’-ﬁ—-""-“"‘—n_—...___.
Into pPeople’s lives, their Spirit dies, Ity qg simple as that,
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gan 'l aduEt to real time, real trees s and real cmwelsdn_l bua use. rcal hh.‘
bevome an alien landscape. Mom and Dad can't navigate in it. No

e ;eally feels they belong. No one feels any sense of purpose. The
spaced- out daughter is alive when she’s in front of the TV, and the
mopey son is alive when he’s surfing the Net, and Mom and Dad are
alive when they’re at work. Meanwhile, in real, hairy-ass nature, con-
crete things keep intruding on their consciousness, breaking their
media trance: the rumble of the nearby creek, the prick of mosquitoes
on their ankles, the subsequent sight of their own blood.

Living inside the postmodern spectacle has changed people. Figu-
ratively, most of us spend the majority of our time in some ethereal
place created from fantasy and want. After a while, the hyperreality of
this place comes to seem normal. Garishness, volume, glitz, sleazy

excess—the American esthetic H. L. Mencken called “the libido of the
ugly”—becomes second nature. “The environment” consists of what
—————

you see around you—the ambient spectacle. Occasionally, you'll bump
——————

into an outsider bearing tales of that other environment, the one you
may have known. When an Inuif elder is asked to draw a picture of the
locabcoastline, he will close his eyes and listen to the sound of the waves

on the shore. Such stories seem vaguely ]udicrous Who could be that ‘

purpose in denying yourself civilized amenities when you don t have to?
ot it S YeL

Once you start asking questions like this, you are, of course, in real
eSS
trouble. The moment you fail to understand why the natural world
Houe’ .
might have any relevance in the day-to-day lives of human beings, you
become, to quote my old physics teacher, “a lost ball irfthe high weeds.”
Abandon nature and you abandon your sense of the divine. More than

that, you lose track of who you are.
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To convince a man to buy, an ad must appeal to his
aesire for autonomy and freedom from conventional
restrictions: to convince a woman, an ad must appeal to her
need to please the male oppressor.

For women, buying and wearing clothes and beauty aids
is not so much consumption as work. One of a woman’s
jobs in this society is to be an attractive sexual object, and
clothes and make up are tools of the trade. Similarly, buy-
ing food and household furnishings is a domestic task; itis
the wife’s chore to pick out the commodities that will be
consumed by the whole family. Appliances and cleaning

materials are tools that facilitate her domestic function.

When a woman spends a lot of money and time decorating
her home or herself, or hunting down the latest in vacuum
cleaners, it is not idle self-indulgence (let alone the result of
psychic manipulation) but a healthy attempt to find outlets
for her creative energies within her circumscribed role.
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1 Don't alioy

There is a difference between life

urself to pe bought
al

o,
] time away for money, 4
that is poy in itself rg
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You are selling your Jife away. What
could You possibly buy with that money
that would be worth the life you have
lost?

and mere surviva/ The capitalist
{ economy would sell you mere survival
' at the cost of your life: it does thijs by
making you spend your life working
towards other peoples’ goals rather
thap your own, in order to earn the
money to buy things that their adver-
tisements and media have brajn--
wifhea' you into believing You need.
" We each have only a short time.-
on this planet to five and find happi-
ness. Is the life you are living the one
which will bring you the most happi-
ness? Are you doing what Yyou do be-
cause you love it, or for some other
reason? What coul Possibly justify not
doing what you really want to do with
. Your life? To the best of your ability,
- [18Ver work for companies or any other
forces; do what you do in your
lfe tor yourser,

-

ﬁ" |
i B Rest
It m what it s you want in
Mo and go for it Don't Just sit
i.lmundwaltlngformooomatom "
It probably won't, if you want any-
| Ihing, anything at ) you are
| going to have to pursue It I's
L Up to you to figure out ‘
Mn'm 'O “ ”l -
~ Today we <
condl- f~

!

| are sup-\_

Posed fo sjt quietly

in front of the lelevision N
absorbing Whatever js fag to us, or to|
act out Predetermineq (and absolutely

over ev-

come our way under the System that
Prescnbes ourlives toda V. We want ey-
erything. We want complete controf

ery aspect ‘,‘ G d
of our lives; \ we want to taste e - l
Sweelest happiness ang the most ex- |+
Hhilarating liberty this existence has to
offer; we want to lead lives that are as
heroic, as magnificent as any we coulq
read about in books. We want high
. Slakes: we don't want to just let our lives
pass by us, mediocre and tiresome, as
80 many others have before us,

For this, we are willing to risk any-
thing; for this, we are willing to fight!

All who were present were pro-
foundly moved by the idea of no longer
compromising their desires and their

+ And sproad across the world in

~alldirections to the
of living without concessions, ¢
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4 camino, se hace camino
al andar.”

"There is no path. The
path is made by
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