Who is the Chaplain?

Reverend John “Jack” Martin has lived in
Hernando County since the late 1990s and
has previously run for Congress as a
Republican candidate. Martin has also
publicly identified with the Black Robe
Regiment, which openly argues against the
traditional separation between church and
state. In 2025, Martin used Florida’s first
public school chaplain program created
under House Bill 931. Martin stated he
would not use his role to proselytize
students, but intelligent Americans remain
concerned about political pastors entering
schools. Concerned parents and students
argue that public schools should employ
trained counselors and mental health
professionals religious
volunteers.
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The Black Robe Regiment

The original “Black Robe Regiment”
referred to colonial-era clergy who
supported the American Revolution. The
contemporary Black Robe Regiment
promotes the idea that churches should
actively influence government policy and
challenge the wall separating church and
state. The Founder William Cook spoke at
events connected to the “Jericho March,” a
pro-Trump  movement  encouraging
participation in January 6’s treasonous
attack. While ignoring history and the
constitution, Christian Nationalist
movements attempt to redefine the United
States as a specifically Christian nation
rather than a secular constitutional republic
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FL Law Vs. The 1%t Amendment

states  that

Amendment
government cannot establish an official
religion or favor one religion over another.
Courts have historically applied strict
constitutional limits to religious activity in
schools. Florida’s HB 931 allows school
districts to create volunteer chaplain

The First

programs for students with parental
permission. The law creates a risk of
religious indoctrination inside public
schools and is a clear violation of the
Establishment Clause of the Constitution.
The ACLU of Florida warns HB931 could
expose students to unwanted evangelism
and religious pressure. Florida’s own
legislative analysis acknowledged that
courts prohibit public schools from
sponsoring or endorsing religion.
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Do Students have Rights?

The Supreme Court has repeatedly ruled
that public schools require special
constitutional protections because children
are a vulnerable audience. Because
teachers and administrators hold authority
over students, courts have often viewed
school-sponsored religion as coercive.
Critics of Florida’s chaplain law argue that
students could feel isolated or judged if
they refuse religious counseling and those
who choose to speak with the chaplains
will receive guidance without professional
mental-health training or educational
certification. Supporters of the law argue
that parents must consent before students
participate, but critics respond that
constitutional rights do not disappear
simply because parents sign permission
forms.

3
~
S L=
‘LOLISUWY
wpout ul uoijeje das 3je)s-yaanyd

I0A0 9[33nys JeUOIRU IOPROIQ B OS[B Inq
‘onss1 [eonijod [800] B AJuUo jou sjuesaidal
A1UNO) OPUBWISH 'S}OI[JUOD [RUONMIISUOD
pue syunsme| 0} ped] P[Nod ME[ oYl Jey)
powiem siodedsmou epLIO[ SSOI0E SID)LIM
[BLIOJIPH S[OOUJS Ul JUSN[Jul UBLSLIYD
OAIBAIOSUOD  asearoul 0} Aquewnd
pouSisop sem  me[ QU] ‘suonodjoid
[eUONINIISUOD SUIIB[OIA oYM JJ1] d1jqnd
ojur uoISial QJeidojul UBd  SUOHNNINSUI
JUAUILIOA0S 6] moy Sunsa) sI epLIO[] Jeyl
onSIe soNLI) 'S[OOYDS Ul SeN[BA SNOITI[aL
pue [eI)no dAneAlesuod Suiziseyduwrd
sororjod  pajowoad  9ARy  SIoNRUIME]
BpLIO[{ puB SIUESS( UOY IOUISAOD

punoto Sunsa| e sy epLo|4



