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Intro
by Tomas Moniz

This is the final issue before the book
Rad Dad: Dispatches From The Frontiers
of Fatherhood is released. Look for a
book tour through the parks, infoshops,
bookstores, and cafes in your town...
and feel free to create Rad Dad events of
your own; read some of the articles, read
your own pieces, start parenting support
playgroups.

In San Francisco, we will do
an October tour called “Out Of The
Bookstores, Into The Parks,” a series
of four Saturday discussions/reading at
parks throughout the city. Come join us!

We want to do this because we're
fathers; we want to do this because we
wn::f’. we are T-w:m._‘ _,m.:rm_ﬁm te.rmﬁ_ we rm:.ﬁ
community.

Because of that, the next issue of Rad
hun:* _‘..r‘C:.ﬁ —J.:... ﬂﬁ_cm-m.ﬂ& Cﬁ_nm— —umﬁmu_ﬂrmu.

2011.

4

Please spread the word and write for
Rad Dad #21!

I am open to essays, rants,
collaborations, interviews, birth stories.
The deadline is Halloween.

Pre-order a copy of Rad Dad: Dispatches
from the Fromtiers Of Fatherhood, co-
published by PM Press and Microcosm
Publishing, by visiting:

microcosmpublishing.com/catalog/

books/2239/

or send $14.95 + $3 shipping or visit
Microcosm’s bookshoppe at:

Microcosm Publishing
636 SE 11th Ave.
Portland, OR 97214
(503) 232-3666

male. Youth are important. Young energy is
important. We need it-them-you to break
through the visible barriers of oppression.
But to forget that others are hghting the
same battle on other fronts—from within
the belly of the beast, from within the
belly, literally, of the mother, from within
the daily rituals of childcare, of keeping
a home, from within our relationships
with lovers, partners, family members—to
forget all of the everyday sites of struggle,
oppression, and emancipation is to
dangerously cheapen our understanding
of resistance. Let us encompass parenting
and childrearing into our thought
processes about prefigurative politics
and living. Let us weave them into the
very fabric of our social relationships and
revolutionary aspirations.

A dear friend of mine said to me,
in response to my bemoaning the lack of
support for me as a parent in our “anarchist
community” here in the San Francisco Bay
Area (many overlapping communities),
that 1 decided to have a child and so 1

cannot expect anyone other than myself

to take responsibility for her. He followed
this, with, “I mean, I don't expect you
to do my job for me, do 17 I chose my
work and I am responsible for it.” I was,
and continue to be, dumbfounded by this
comment. For its lack of recognition that
the labor of childrearing is unpaid and
that it is work done on top of whatever
“career” or paid work one has. The lack
of recognition that reproduction is a site
of social struggle, of concern to all of
us. From the simple lack of caring about
changing the structures of caregiving
and mutual aid in this particular domain
when others—like workers’ struggles—are
prioritized. All of this is from someone
who enjoys being with my child, who
shows love and affection to her when she
is around. It seems that, despite knowing
much better, so many of us are stuck in
a masculinist, heroic notion of revolution
that ignores the “feminine,” affective work
of everyday life.

It seems we are quick to forget,
as Silvia Federici says in her wonderful
article Precarvious Labor: a Feminist
Viewpoint (published in In the Middle of
a Whirlwind, 2008):

“One of the most important contributions
of feminist theoryand struggle, which is the
redefinition of work, and the recognition
of women’s unpaid reproductive labor as

»

a key source of capitalist accumulation.

(Of course for our purposes here, the
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that would take the father away weeks
at a time, the loneliness and anxiety the
mother felt through the first few months
of winter with her brand new baby.

They were working hard to support
each other.

But incredibly they also were in the
process of creating a new community
center, which I got to witness coalesce at
one of its first events.

She put a call out that the space was
hosting a reading about radical parenting
since | was in town. She wrote to me
and asked if T would come to the space
and do an afternoon event because she
knew there were lots of parents in the
neighborhood, and she hoped they would
come.

The day of the event, we wondered

————

how many people would show. We
walked around the city and talked
politics and parenting and she shared
her realizations as she transitioned from
d v.OCudﬁ... autonomous ﬁmﬂmoz to a young
mother; she realized her politics were
everyday things, no longer disconnected,
abstract arguments.

And she realized she too needed
connection with other parents, other
adults to help deal with and handle those
everyday things.

Incredibly, we've had over ten babies
under two running beautifully amok
while the parents—twenty individuals
who kind of knew each other—planned
childcare co-ops, free school possibilities,
ways to use the community space.

Even the young childless men who

Children, Love, Labor,
and Our Struggles:

A letter to (mostly) young
anarchists

At the risk of sounding clichéd: Our
children are our teachers. If we let them,
they teach us to question. If we let them,
Hrﬁ_ teach us patience; to be EO:L
rather than arrogant; to strive harder to
find democratic solutions, to create an
atmosphere of understanding and respect.
Children force us out of complacency, out
from behind the heavy curtains of habits
and assumptions. They teach us to love
fully, to open wide our hearts. This body
memory, this feeling, carries over. It is
not just about our children. It is about our
openness to life, to love, to fellow human
beings. Our children show us to how see
the world through new eyes—theirs, and,
if we pay attention, ours. Every day.
Children teach us to fail,
try, fail, try, and try again. With them
we face, head on, often painfully, our
failings to live up to our ideals and even,
sometimes, our most basic values. We are
unceremoniously forced to see our flaws
and imperfections, the contradictions
between who we are and who we want to
be, between what we believe and what we
do. We are constantly learning, constantly
falling short, constantly humbled. We
learn to abandon any idea of perfection,
and—what a gift'—to live in the here and

now. The future is, after all, built through
the honesty and integrity of our efforts to
live righteously in the present.

If we let them, our children
can help us become vulnerable and open
to the world. With them we constantly
reaffirm our desire to keep life going;
they give us the humanity to take each
next step. It is a humbling process. When
we allow ourselves to be wvulnerable
and open rather than hardened, that is
the moment at which we can talk about
building a better world.

Children are not possessions.
They are you, they are me, they are our
grandparents, they are our ancestors,
they are our future. They belong, as we
all do, to community. They are nurtured
and taught by all of life around them.
They are here, because for some crazy
reason we have an irrepressible urge to
go on with life. Our movements need
our children to be present and part of
the daily life that constitutes them. They
need our children not to belong, in some
materialist, ownership sense, to their
primary caretakers, birth parent or other,
but to the community, and even then, there
should be no question of “ownership.” It
seems strange to say so, but think about
it, isn't that the underlying message given
when primary parents are told that their
kids are theirs to take care of, educate,
raise, and nurture?

What | want from my non-
parent friends and fellow anti-capitalist

35
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Being an Ally to

Parents & Kids
by Sasha Vodnik

Ever since my mid-20s, I've wanted to
be a parent. The stars have never exactly
aligned on that front, however. As a queer
non-trans guy dating mostly other non-
trans guys, the biology of my relationships
has never lent itself to reproduction. And
while I've explored other avenues to
becoming a parent, the guys I've gotten
seriously involved with haven't wanted
kids. Now I'm about to get hitched to
a guy I love to pieces whos clear that
he doesn't see himself as a dad. The
decision to commit to our relationship
was possible because I went through a
process of re-envisioning what being a
significant presence in the lives of kids
could look like.

[ am an uncle of three awesome kids.
Ever since leaving home in the Midwest,
I've returned twice a year to visit my
family. For two weeks every year, I get to
spend time with my nieces and nephew.
I've gotten to give them bottles and rock
them to sleep as infants, help out with
parties in their grade school classrooms,
watch them play softball, and take them
to movies. ['ve gotten to hear about their
friends, their struggles, and what hres
them up.

Back home in San Francisco, I also
play a significant role in the life of an 8
year old—the child of two Iriends, and

now a friend in her own right. I took her
8

to school once a week for her frst few
years of school, and recently I've started
spending an hour a week in her classroom.
She and [ have also kept a standing date
to hang out for an alternoon one weekend
a month, going to the park or the library
or simply making cralts and drinking tea
together.

My role in the lives of all these kids
is part circumstance and part choice.
And [ think the choice piece of that, in
particular, is a crucial part of the work for
social justice that's fundamental to how I
live my life.

Finding my way

At age 28, Id been interested in being a
parent for a few years. I was single, and
I decided that if I wasn't in a relationship
by age 30, I'd pursue single parenting,
At 30, in a relationship, I discovered my
then-boylfriend didn't want to be a parent,
and at 31, newly single, I went through
foster parent training and certification.
Living in Virginia at the time, I was
overwhelmed by visions of kids being
taken away from queer parents—stories
like those of Sharon Bottoms, a lesbian
whose mother successlully sued to have
Sharons own biological children removed
from her custody, arguing that, as gay
sex was illegal in the state at the time,
Sharon was a criminal, and thus “an unfit
parent.”

While I didn't shy from the idea of
that sort of hight, I couldn't stomach the
idea of the life of a child I cared about
being turned upside down because of it,

my plate and not enough time.
So maybe in some ways I'm less of

an activist, and in other ways, a little more
determined to live and learn and create
in ways that [ think will help the world.
I'm also excited to see what my daughter
thinks and if she has any better ideas.

One of the goals I had with Rad Dad
was to try to present voices from a diverse
group of fathers and pavents. I was always
shocked by the media that it seemed to
portray a relatively homogeneous group:
generally white and middle-class. So in
what ways do you confront or grapple with
issues of parenting as they intersect with
issues of privilege or class or race?

My privilege is in my face every day—
if it weren't for my parents and parents-
in-law, wed be homeless right now. I
hear people say that we're a downwardly
mobile generation (I'm 34), where many
of us are worse off fiancially than our
parents. And while I get frustrated with
that fact, I'm eternally grateful that I have
parents who are now able to help us out
when we need it.

In terms of the ABC5 of Anarchy, |

had to go back and redraw many of the
people in my book. It was one of those
humbling moments when [ realized |
wasn't as great of a person as I thought
I was. Alter I put my draft version of
ABC5 out there for people to comment
on, many people made the observation
that I drew a world of white people. |
was talking to my wife about it and I
told her that [ wasn't drawing people of a
particular race, I was just drawing simple
generic faces. And she reminded me that
the face 1 was calling “generic” was the
face I saw in the mirror every day, and the
face of most of my friends and family.

I am incredibly grateful to an amazing
artist Cristy Road, who ended up giving
me some great insight and knowledge
about dealing with race in drawings, and
I decided to put my project on hold for a
few months. In that time I studied faces.
I gathered hundreds of faces of people
from as many different cultures and races
and backgrounds as possible, and tried
to draw each face as best I could, and
tried to study how a black and white
line drawings can represent people of
varying races and colors. So, in many of
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emotional resources as well as expanded
possibilities.

What I've Learned

I've been fortunate to see and hear
about the experiences of close friends
who I work with in movements for
social justice and who are parents—the
joys and challenges of being parents,
along with the widespread difficulty
of finding or creating a continued place
in the cultures of our movements as
parents. I'm convinced that we can't
afford  single-generation  movements,
and that we deserve multigenerational
movements. For all of us who want to
see a strong left, who want to take steps
toward a just world, I think we need to
see ourselves as part of building and
sustaining multigenerational community.
Young adults shouldn't be isolated, trying
to reinvent the wheel simply for lack of
authentic relationships with movement
elders, and none of us who are grown
should leave our children to that fate. By
prioritizing children—and elders—at the
hearts of our movements, and putting
effort into maintaining that space and
strengthening it, we can continue to knit
these bonds of community and affinity
and mutual aid that must be part of the
foundations of strong, vibrant movements
for justice.

I'm equally convinced that for all of
us who aren't parents, there are roles for
us in the lives of children. For anyone
trying to hgure out how to take the next
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step, here are some pieces of advice I've
gotten from parents along with some
things I've learned along the way:

* You need to show up. Wanting to
support kids and parents is an important
first step, but it isn't enough. You need to
be prepared to make commitments, you
need to be serious about them, and you
need to follow through. If you forget some
of your commitments to spending time
with kids, or il you often cancel at the
last minute, parents can't depend on you,
and kids, depending on their ages, will
draw their own conclusions—generally
not flattering ones. In addition, as with
any two people getting to know each
other, your actions are more important in
a kid’s eyes than your intentions, however
honorable.

» Listen to children. Anybody can
tell a kid what to do—and in case you
don't remember, kids get a lot of that
already. What kids need is more listening.
Whether you're going on an outing or
playing a game, it can be as simple as
asking what they want to do. Once you
get to know specific kids better, you can
ask about things that may be different
on a given day, like a different mood or
something they seem particularly proud
of. Create space for kids to let you know
who they are, and then create even more
space for them to safely be who they are
when they're with you.

it's probably irrational.

How has parenthood changed your life?

Logistically, things are crazy. We
have one car, and we both work far from
home. I take the bus some days and that's
four hours of commuting time for three
hours of work—it’s quite stupid.

In terms of metaphysical stuff, I'm
the same guy. Before we had our own, I
loved talking to and hanging out with kids.
If anything, now that I have a daughter
of my own, I have an even more urgent
need to implement my long-term plan of
abolishing work. It a loose plan—it’s not
a plan at all—just a dream at this point.

Before 1 heard of Bob Blacks
The Abolition of Work, 1 came to the
realization that work had to go. Humanity
is meant for spending time with family

and friends, and very few of us do that.
Its awful that I send my kid to daycare
so I can go to work so I can pay for our
house/utilities/food and stufl. [ hate it.
1f I ever have time to illustrate another
book, one of my ideas is to write about
careers and jobs. You know how there are

books where kids see all sorts of careers
like “police officer” or “fireperson” or
“architect.” I want to write a book where
there’s a kid who's being introduced to a
whole bunch of careers. On the first page,
the kid says: “Maybe I want to be an
architect. I could build amazing buildings
and homes for people.” Then, you turn
the page and the illustration will be of a
whole bunch of people working through
the night on horrible Construction
Documents, ripping out their hair, yelling
etc., and the text will mention how many
of those people miss out on seeing their
families and friends.

One key area for pavents is the division of
labor with the other parent, how do you deal
with that, where do you fall short? How do
you fight against those shortcomings?
Unfortunately, if you were to look
at the way my wife and I have divided
things up, she does most of the cooking
and cleaning, and child-stuff. And I have
three jobs at the moment, two of which
are working from a home office: so that
means I'm always working. Not only does
that suck on the surface level, but I enjoy
cooking and kitchen stuff, and want to
hang out with my family much more.
If T could reverse things I would in
a second—as long as that was cool with
Renee. When we lived in NYC my
wife’s salary was almost twice that of
mine. I didn't care one bit. Every once in
a while I would see something in popular
3l
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Special Needs

Parenting
by Burke Stansbury

Capturing the real Lucas (Oct.
21)

The day after Lucas’s positive health
reports and development, Krista and
nurse Florence were at the hospital with
Lucas for another routine visit. Getting
oftf the elevator someone walked by,
looked at Lucas in his chair, and let out a
sad “awww.” Then, a moment later in the
waiting room a man came up and said, “It
must be really hard.” Throughout the long
wait Krista and Florence could feel the
eyes in the room on them and Lucas, each
time they fired up the suction machine to
clear the saliva out of his mouth or adjust
the vent circuit in a way that led to that
familiar, loud beeping.

It's weird that the same day Lucas was
getting compliments on his blog—about
how good he looks and the excitement
of all the progress he's made—people at
the hospital were going out of their way
to remind us of his dramatic limitations.
We haven't figured out how to get
him comfortable in his new stroller/
wheelchair, so he often looks out of it
when we're rolling around. And a glance
at the tracheostomy, the vent tube, and
the monitor wire connected to his toe can
be jarring, even at a childrens hospital
where difference is often on display.
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But what you don't capture in a five
second snapshot of Lucas is everything.
We're lucky—we get to spend lots of time
with the little guy and see him at his best:
when he’s cracking up because someone
is about to raspberry his tummy, when
he’s exploring a fascinating new toy and
deliberating on how to best get it into his
mouth, or when he’s splashing his legs
around in his undersized bathtub. With
Lucas, patience is a virtue. The more
time you spend with him and allow him
to do his thing, the more remarkable he
becomes.

So it wasn't surprising that it was
Florence who immediately piped up when
the man in the waiting room expressed
his sympathy about Lucas’s condition.
“That’s ok,” she said, “actually, he’s doing
great!” The man eventually sat down and
asked more questions about Lucas, spent
some time talking with him as well as
Krista and Florence, and it ended up
being a very positive interaction (he was
from El Salvador so he and Krista had a
lot to talk about.)

Even though it can be awkward at
first, we appreciate it when people ask
about Lucas, as opposed to the more
common reaction of averting eyes in an
attempt to avoid the reality of a child
connected to a ventilator. We don't hold
the latter reaction against anyone—we've
had it ourselves when confronted with
people who have disabilities. But as this

unity of message even back in those days).
Families, like coalitions, like communities
of struggle, are what we make of them—
there are few healthy templates within the
U.S. left. Our new lines of demarcation
must reach well beyond the comfortable
choirs of those already convinced of the
need for radical change. With principles
which our children would be proud of,
we must begin to follow their urgent and
youthful lead.

Hope, that characteristic of my mom
which so often seemed exaggerated and
over-done to the childhood me, turns
out to be one of the great necessities for
well-grounded and victorious struggle.
W.E.B. DuBois, in whose Ghanaian
Center we memorialized Grandpa Bill’s
life, reminded us—in writing about those
things which make life worth living:
liberty and justice—that “Some day the
Awakening will come, when the pent-
up vigor of ten million souls shall sweep
irresistibly toward the Goal.”

Revolutionary Parenthood reminds
us: We must get ready.

R is for Rad Dad!

Interview with Brian Heagney, Rad Dad
20 Cover Artist and Kids Book writer

When my daughter’s 15-year-old
friend asked if there were any kids
books or books for teens that explained
anarchism, | was stumped. I realized
how the absence of radical books for
kids reflects a community that is pretty
one dimensional, or should 1 say uni-
generational, a community that simply
speaks to itself.

I searched for years lor radical kids
books that were explicitly anarchist,
and I found a few over time. The Little
Squatters Handbook is to this day the
greatest kid’s book ever, but then I came
across The ABC’ of Anarchy; needless
to say I love the book! Every one of my
nieces and nephews has a copy, especially
since the entry for Z is....

You guessed it—zine!

How fucking awesome is that? In fact
[ was angry that I didn't have this book
for my kids when they were 1, or 3 or 7.
But yes | did read it to them at 13 and 15,
much to their dismay. ..“come over to the
couch girls. It’s radical story time.”

Groans.

So 1 was delighted that Brian was
willing to let me use his images for the
pages and cover of Rad Dad. Below is
a wonderful self-reflective interview to
accompany his work.
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not a cure or treatment for it. Lucas may
gain some strength and muscle tone in
the months and years to come (especially
with the help of therapy), but he will
likely always need assistive technology
to breathe, move from place to place, and
communicate with the outside world.
Research on this disease began in the
1990s. Prior to that, it was assumed
that anyone with Myotubular Myopothy
would die in infancy. Since then some
boys have survived into their teenage
years, and some attend school—unlike
some muscular diseases it does not affect
cognition, and intelligence levels for those
who survive tend to be high.

Right now, Lucass future remains
unknown, but we can say this: Lucas
hasn't changed, just the information we
know about him has changed. He’ still
the same beautiful, little highter that we've
been lucky enough to know and love over
the last five and a half months. He has
taught us so much. We will continue to
experience great joy as a family. And we
can't wait to have him home again.

Starting to learn about
Myotubular Myopathy (Feb. 26)
We haven't heard results about Lucas’s
blood that was sent to the University of
Chicago to test for the genetic mutation
that causes Myotubular Myopathy (MTM).
However, since our meetings with Dr.
Leshner we've been going about life as

if it were confirmed that Lucas has the
14

disease. That might sound odd, since it's
not something we want, but our research
has only reinforced the theory, and all the
pieces seem to fit. It will be weeks before
we hear back on the genetics test, which
means it will be weeks before we can ask
Dr. Leshner about some of our specific
questions about possibilities for Lucas’s
future. In the meantime we continue to
do our own research and learning.

Researching your baby’s debilitating
disease is not an easy thing. At times we
find stories of other children exceeding
expectations in life that give us hope;
at other moments we learn things that
present difficult possibilities for Lucas's
future. Our goal has not been to find
out every piece of information possible by
throwing ourselves entirely into the world
of MTM and muscle disease. Rather,
we're adjusting to Lucass diagnosis,
holding in our hearts the many intense
feelings that it brings, and adjusting our
hopes for the future as we let go of some
dreams and embrace new ones. All the
while, Lucas is growing and changing
and we get to keep enjoying the everyday
wonders of being with him.

While we're far from dehnitive
conclusions, there are a few things we're
learning from our research and from
stories people have shared with us. First,
a diagnosis does not mean a dehnitive
prognosis, since diseases like MTM
manifest themselves in distinct ways
with varying levels of severity. Reading

talking, reading the Kaddish aloud, and
your memory in my head now almost a
year after you've been gone,

And how Death is that remedy all
singers dream of, sing, remember,
Prophesy,

. Dreaming back thru life, Your time—
and mine accelerating toward Apocalypse,
the final moment—and what comes alter,
and the great dream of Me or Africa,
or you and a phantom America, the “I
have a Dream” of your most cartoonishly
optimistic hopes, and our empire’s scary
nightmares. Strange now, worldsand word
as old as me, as old as Ginsberg's poem,
old Jewish ritual-poems and Brooklyn
remembrances, radical parenting—or was
it liberal opportunism to open my young
eyes to the opportunities of the power of
words and worlds beyond our reach?

Parenting that included those hery
images of Vietnamese dead, flashing
across the TV screen, American dead
and lost, losing, body bags, flags draped
across special delivery coffins, I called you
a “natural born pacifist,” mom, a phrase
[ think youd like, that early morning
obituary one year old now, written
between the time the hospital made their
final call to me and the time when my
four-year-old daughter, our Molly Soo
named after grandma, woke up to the
new, grey morning.

I had no

demonstrations viewed from the comfort

red diapers, no

of a stroller like your grandchildren, but
those TV images seared their message,
and were not censored like the shows you
somehow thought not yet appropriate for
my young eyes and mind. Somehow only
snippets of Star Tiek and Laugh-In got
through, but the news was the news, I
was intrinsically taught, and those body
bags were the record of my childhood.

Your parenting included more local
activity, baking for school functions,
waiting for dad and the endless, scary
union meetings, tension in every corner
of our small apartment, waiting to see if
he would still have a job to go to: a school
to teach English at where there would
be respect, job security, and pay that
would enable us to pretend to crawl into
a middle-class slightly more secure in its
comforts than grandma Mollie’s meager,
roach infested existence.

It didn't seem radical, even as you
supported my inter-racial friendships,
my questioning of school and synagogue
authority, my high school anti-militarist
inclinations. It didnt seem radical as
you followed me into the left as I left
for college and joined the movement. I
assumed you were being a Jewish mother,
smothering me by appearing progressive
but using politics as an excuse to check
in on what | was doing even as I was
attempting my first steps of independence
from the family. But was there something
more to it, serving as an un-indicted
co-conspirator to the draft registration

z
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(Birth) Mothering

from Prison
by Rachel Galindo

This originally appeared in the zine
Tenacious: Art & Writings from Women
in Prison #22. Each year, to recognize that
over 2/3 of women in prison are mothers
to children under the age of 18, Tenacious
publishes @ Mother’s Day issue.

Some facts to think about when
reading stories about mothers in prison:

*In 2007, over 147,000 children
under the age of 18 had mothers in prison
in the U.S."

*Children of incarcerated mothers
are five times more likely than children
of incarcerated fathers to end up in foster
care.”

*In 1997, Congress passed the
federal Adoption and Safe Families Act
(ASFA) requiring that if a child is in
foster care for 15 of the past 22 months,
the state must begin proceedings to
terminate the parent’s legal rights. These
terminations are irrevocable, meaning that
the parent will have no more rights to the
child than a stranger in the grocery store.
Only three states make exceptions in the
case of incarcerated parents.”

*Given these circumstances, one can
see open adoption as one of the few ways
that incarcerated mothers might be able
to maintain long-term contact with their
child(ren).”

Though I have a son, I have never

had to roll up my sleeves for diaper
16

duty or bribe him to eat certain foods.
I was not the one to decide what kind
of classroom he will sit in for the next
few years, and I am not able to cheer for
him as he runs up and down the soccer
field. Because I have been incarcerated
since early pregnancy, and since I chose
for my now-six-year-old son to be raised
in an open adoption before he was born, I
have not had many common experiences
of motherhood.

Technically T am a birth mother, a
title I was slow to warm up to. For a long
time, it sounded to me like the name for
a baby-producing robot. Although my son
knows me as “Rachel,” simply enough 1
have played my role as mother in choosing
adoption. [ was able to choose an open
adoption, which allows me and his father
(and our families) to keep in contact with
him and his parents. My incarceration was
a large factor in our adoption process, and
still influences our relationship. Along
every step of the way, we have had to
take into consideration how my separation
and imprisonment plays into how much
we are able to be involved in each other's
lives and in what ways.

Like other mothers in prison, [ deal
with severely limited contact with my
child. T have to limit expensive phone
calls ($4.60 for 10 minutes), send/receive
written messages, mail out crafted gifts
as special gestures, and rely on updates
from others. Since my son lives a few
states away, he and his parents are able to
visit every couple of years. This situation
is frustrating, can be depressing, and

Nothing like Love
by Craig Elliott

One of the best and most humbling
parts about parenting has been to learn
lessons through my kids. Normally, |
spend a great deal of energy herding the
kids through their days, gently nudging
them on one edge or another so that they
stay on the path of good choices as defined
by the values that my partner and 1 agreed
upon for our family: compassion, justice,
wellness, freedom, and love. When they
stray from that path, the energy goes to
discussing what we expect of them, how
they can exercise these values, and how to
accept the consequences that come with
our actions. This process works, and our
kids seem to be learning, and spending
more time on that path than off of it.

About a month ago, I was presented
with an “opportunity” to learn about the
path from my kids. The night before 1
attended a fundraiser for work, and was
having a lot of fun. Too much fun as it
turned out, because I ended up drinking
too much wine. As a result, | needed to
leave my car at work and get a ride home
from a friend, and spent the night and
morning puking in the toilet. This was
the kind of sick that I last remembered
in college 20 years ago, and my body did
not much appreciate the reminder. It was
a brutal experience, and [ was wrecked
the next day.

As I lay in bed the next morning,
embarrassed, trying to get some sleep,
and focusing on something other than
the pounding headache and the queasy
stomach, | saw my kids peak their
heads in the bedroom every hour or
so. It dawned on me that the kids were
worried about me, never having seen me
incapacitated like this. It occurred to me
that I would not be able to play with them
like I normally do on Sunday mornings,
when we watch a little TV, play Wii,
make breaklast, read books together, and
play outside. As I lay there feeling sorry
for mysell, 1 realized that this was also
an opportunity for me to role model how
to acknowledge a mistake and to accept
the consequences of my choices, rather
than trying to hide, or pretend they did
not notice.

I asked the kids to come in the
next time they peaked in the room, and
I explained to them that I had had too
much to drink last night, that it was not
a good choice for me to drink so much
because 1 knew this is what happened.
While I made a good choice to get
a ride home rather than driving and
endangering mysell and others, I had to
sufler the consequences of being violently
sick, getting no sleep, and missing out on
our father-kid time. I shared that | was
embarrassed, and I let myself down, and
I commited to not letting this happen
again. [ recommitted to living up to my
own values.
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Fatherhood, Food,
and Football

by Anwar Young

Eating out has more disadvantages than
eating at home in my opinion. Society
tells you different. Society would tell you
that eating out is easier than coming back
home from a hard day at work or school
and cooking for yourself or your family.
Sadly, it seems that Americans are
enthusiastic about easier or faster methods
for everything. It is like we are more
interested in making our situations more
convenient time-wise than health-wise.
For example, I'm pretty sure the majority
of American parents would rather pay for
fast food for their children when they're
fatigued from their day’s activities than
come home, prepare and cook a meal,
clean up the kitchen, and get them ready
for bed. It's common knowledge that fast
food is rapidly making us a nation of obese
and unhealthy people, vet Americans
continue to poison themselves because of
the convenience of the situation.

[ think that some Americans are
a little ignorant of the money they could
save from just eating at the house. I've
conducted a little experiment to show the
financial and social difference between
eating out and preparing and cooking
your own food.

On a regular Sunday my
mother, my daughter, and I want to stay

18

in the house most of the day and watch
football. But we want food! My family is
very serious about football on Sundays
and watch it from 10:00 in the morning
until 8:30 in the evening. So, we don't
want to miss anything. Plus there aren't
many non fast food restaurants around
where we live. There is a Chinese food
restaurant called “Sticky Rice” around
the corner, but they are very expensive.
Besides L&L Hawaiian BBQ and
Pelayos Mexican Food, there arent non
fast food restaurants close by. We'd have
to drive 20 minutes into town—out of the
question on a Sunday. However, there are
eight different fast food restaurants close
by. So, for breakfast we probably would
go to McDonalds. My daughter loves
their hashbrowns. My daughters Happy
Meal would be no more than four dollars.
My meal would be no more than seven
dollars (I like to get two sandwiches, I'm
a big boy), and since my mother won't
eat fast food for breakfast she'd probably
get their coffee (something she does like
from McDonalds) which would be no
1]

announcement to the rest of my family, I
took my grandfather aside. He had grown
much older. He replaced his cigarettes
with oxygen tubes plugged into his nose
that crisscrossed the floor behind him to
a machine the size of his mini Iridge. He
no longer slept in his bedroom, but on
the couch in the living room so he could
fall asleep while watching television.
“Grandpa,” I told him, “you have to love
this child whether it’s a girl or a boy.” He
nodded. “All you need to do is to hope
that its a healthy baby.” And he nodded
again, vyes, yes. A healthy baby, yes, and
[ felt like maybe this issue of being the
number one grandson, his insistence on
passing the names down only through
boys, had been resolved. And I admit
that [ felt a little proud that maybe we had
changed this for good. But those were
the naive feelings of a father-to-be. Of
course, the next day my sister reported
that Grandpa had cornered and told her:
first, he would wait to die until she got
married; and second, that it would be
nice if the baby turned out to be a boy.
What did I expect?

When Twyla emerged from her
mother after 40 hours of labor, in a
stubborn and spiteful kind of way, I was
too tired to care much about what my
grandfather thought about whether his
name had been passed down according
to his rules. Before her birth, I had been
quite sure that my son or daughter would
feel that s/he should honor his or her

family in his or her own way, not merely
through the birthing of offspring or the
passing down of names. [ had thought
this through, and I didn't want my child
to have to think through these things
as | did. But as we hlled out the name
form for the county, | wanted her to carry
the name. I cannot explain the urge. We
discussed whether to hyphenate or join
our names, but we eventually agreed
that hyphenation seemed too 1990s and
creating a completely new name on the
fly was complicated, and so when Susan,
fatigued and happy, said ok, we decided
on her last name: Hoshida.
[ wondered if it was enough.

This year was our last in my
grandfather’s house for oshogatsu, and
it was Twylas second New Year with
our family. I had hoped that we would
continue meeting there until she was
three or four, maybe even five, so she
could remember, but she will not.

She will not remember his house
on New Years day, and no amount of
explaining and writing will do it justice.
She won't be able to smell the stale
remembrance of cigarettes and fried
grease that lingered in the long blue and
green shag carpet. We won't be able to
replicate the stufly 80-degree heat blowing
out of the vents in the living room, and
she will not wonder if using a brown
paper bag as a grease cover for the fried
chicken, like Grandma did, might cause
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for her than In-N-Out Burger. Another
advantage is getting to spend quality
time with your family while cooking and
preparing meals. And while preparing
meals you relate to the food you're cooking
(You're more curious about the source
of your food). When people unwrap a
burger and start feeding their face they
never wonder about the cow, where the
cheese came from, or any of that stufl.
/‘/N—aﬁ: @_OE Em_ﬂnw d _U:ﬁwhﬁv—\ _.u.o:u m.ﬁu.m_.rﬁr
you tend to be curious about it.

The ingredients for the meals I
bought came out to be cheaper than the
fast food and in my experiment I shopped
at Safeway because it is the closest
grocery store in my neighborhood. Fast
food rarely has leftovers and more food
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for less is the better option. Something
else to consider is that people already
have some of the ingredients I mentioned
such as: eggs, milk, vegetable oil, bbq
sauce, tomatoes and onions. So that
could reduce the price of the groceries.
So, you could end up spending a third
of what you spent eating out. When you
cook at home you know your food is safe
to eat. Do you know what is happening
to your food behind the glass drive-thru
doors or behind the fast food counter?
You hope whoever is preparing your food
is safe and clean. That's a little too much
to hope for. Why not do it yourself?

Through My

Grandfather’s Eyes
by Scott Hoshida

I was the hrst: the first grandchild,
the first grandson, and, in my grandfather’s
eyes, the person responsible for passing
his name—my name—our name into the
infinite future, into the abyss of eternity.
And how? By having sons, of course. This
is how things work if you come from old-
school Japan. He did not want our name
to die on his watch, and from a young age
he impressed upon me that not only was
it my duty to do this, but my privilege.
To carry the name was an honor. [ feared
that I would not be worthy.

As a child, T told him during our
New Years Day feast that rather than
serve both red and white sashimi, he
should only serve the red one, the tuna.
He would imitate my young voice:
“Grandpa,” he'd say, his voice an octave
higher, “I don't like the red one.” From
that New Years Day forward, he would
only buy tuna for the entire family, no
matter what anyone else said. It was his
first grandsons wish, and that meant
that all else would [all into line. I do not
remember ever saying this, of course, but
the re-telling of this story has become a
ritual of New Years Day. For all of its
problems, it has become family lore that
everyone can repeat and tell on their own,
but it doesn't sound right unless Grandpa

is the one who is doing the telling. “How
old was he?” my aunt might tease, and
he would say, “four, no three years old.”
“Don't you mean two?” someone else
would say, and he might shrug. Age is
not what matters, but what it means: [ am
the privileged grandson.

These privileges were extended
to innumerable domains, and 1 enjoyed
the spoils of such authority—unlimited
Pepsi and salami before dinner, a choice
of restaurants for my birthday (always
a steakhouse), and hrst dibs on the
sashimi on New Years Day. Of course,
such privilege did not last because such
old-school cronyism was unfair. The old
boys” club had to shut down.

My sister was born and then
two cousins, neither boys, and as the
disparities between them and me became
apparent, the women of my family, my
aunties and my mother fought him every
step of the way. During most dinners,
he would broach the subject and then
quickly receive a quick volley of eye rolls
and sidelong glances of annoyance. “You
know, if I let the Hoshida name die on
my watch,” he might start off, and before
he could hinish, if he was lucky, someone
might change the subject, but more
often the room would grow silent. In our
family, uncomfortable silences form like
pits of quicksand. The more you thrash
about, trying to talk your way through
the awkward pauses and nods, the
more [rantic you get, the more desperate
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