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Publisher’s Note

This is a second, expanded edition of “Iraq and Kuwait: A History
Suppressed” by Ralph Schoenman. The first edition was published by
Veritas Press in February 1991 and included the three-part article of
that name written by Ralph Schoenman in October 1990.

This second edition also includes a series of articles by Ralph
Schoenman printed in The Organizer, a monthly newspaper published
by Socialist Organizer.

“Deceiving the American People: The Hidden Story of the Gulf
War” was published originally in the March/April Inaugural Edition of
The Organizer. It provides a harrowing account of the U.S.
devastation of the Iragi people and the political motivation for this
action,

“Blood on Their Hands: The Continuing U.S. War in the Middle
East,” published in the May 1991 edition of The Organizer, analyzes
the long legacy of betrayal of the Kurdish people.

“The Ongoing War Against the Palestinian People,” published in the
July/August 1991 edition of The Organizer, has as its focus the impact
of the Gulf War on the Palestinian people.

The final piece in this second edition, “The Gulf War One Year
Later: Who Are the Real Criminals?,” is an abridged transcription of a
lecture by Ralph Schoenman presented at St. Johns University in
Collegeville, Minn., on April 2, 1992. It first appeared in print in the
May 1992 issue of The Organizer.

The first edition of “Iraq and Kuwait: A History Suppressed” was
published in Arabic. An abbrievated version was published in French
and distributed in Belgium and France. Excerpts of the pamphlet were
published in newspapers in Algeria, France, Brazil and throughout the
United States.
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appoint him “Qa’immagam” (prefect) of the Kuwait district of Basra
Province. The reasons for giving this administrative role to a relatively
obscure local sheikh are instructive.

In the process of consolidating its hold over India, British imperial-
ism sought to weaken all important countries of the region and was
determined to extend its colonial control over the Gulf, whose strategic
importance lay in the British plan to dismember the Ottoman Empire.

Its strategy entailed securing control of the coast and detaching trade
routes and access to the sea from Arab lands under Ottoman rule. This
design was fueled by the awareness of huge oil reserves in the region,
the importance of which as a commodity was an increasing factor in
the thinking of the British Colonial Office.

Muhammad and Jarrah as-Sabah, the two elder brothers of Sheikh
Mubarak, were approached by the British to act as direct British agents
and to detach the coastal area from Ottoman control. They were to turn
the Kuwaiti district into a dependent and distinct colony, for which ser-
vice they were to be rewarded. Both men refused, but when they went
further and sought to organize resistance to these designs, Britain
arranged their murder by their younger brother, the sheikh.

To counter the British scheme, the Ottoman sultan made the sheikh a
better offer, i.c. the position of prefect, thereby obviating the need to
confront Britain militarily.

The British persisted. In 1898, Sheikh Mubarak as-Sabah was
induced, under threat, to sign a secret accord placing himself under
British “protection.” He had no authority to sign agreements and when
the Ottoman Sultan confronted him in 1901, he renounced the coerced
accord with the British.

For the next fifteen years, Britain conspired to break up the Ottoman
Empire, consolidating its control of the Kuwait district. This colonial
pursuit was consummated in the Sykes-Picot Treaty of May 9-16,
1916.

On November 9, 1918, a joint Franco-British Declaration called for
“the complete and final liberation of the peoples so long oppressed by
the Turks and the establishment of national governments and adminis-
trations deriving their authority from the initiative and free choice of
the native populations.”

France and Great Britain undertook “to encourage and assist the
establishment of native governments and administrations in Syria and
Mesopotamia ... and have agreed to recognize such governments as
soon as they are effectively established.”

On April 24, 1920, the Conference of Allied Powers at San Remo
entrusted Great Britain with the Mandate for Palestine. The San Remo
Agreements also created an international oil consortium to “prospect
for oil in the territory of the former Owoman Empire. Ninety-five per-

s

infra-structure of what had once been a rather highly urbanized and
mechanized society. Most means of modern life support now have
been destroyed or rendered tenuous and Iraq has been rendered for
some time 0 come a country in a pre-industrial age but with all the
disabilities of post-industrial dependency on energy and technology.”

United Nations Report $/22366 describes:

« Indiscriminate incineration through fuel-air bombs and weapons
which have obliterated all means of sustenance for the civilian popula-
tion of Iraq’s major cities.

« Reservoirs and water pipes have disappeared.

« All hygienic facilities decimated.

« Electric power has ceased. Iraq is without the means to restore it
for years.

« Neither water nor sewage can be conveyed because no pipelines
remain. There is no power to pump liquids.

« Civilian communications are destroyed. Transportation for the pop-
ulation has been obliterated.

« Iraq depended upon imported food and now lacks the revenue with
which to buy it.

+ All refineries have been reduced to rubble. Grain and food sheds
and warehouses were targeted and destroyed.

« Medicines, pharmaceutical products, bandages, antibiotics, hospital
supplies, surgical equipment, equipment for blood typing, blood sup-
plies, anesthesia and means of sterilization are all gone.

The Middle East Children’s Alliance just released a report: The
infant mortality rate in Iraq has grown by 380%. Out of every 1000
children under five, 104 will die. The rise of infant and under five mor-
tality is escalating out of all reach. Lack of clean drinking water and
elimination of sanitation have produced an epidemic of water-bome
diseases such as cholera, typhoid, dysentery and gastro-enteritis.

Over 900,000 Iraqi children are malnourished; 118,000 are severely
malnourished and are at risk of dying. The highest incidence of severe
malnutrition exists amongst children between one and two years of
age.

And U.S. rulers are calmly contemplating a revisiting of this geno-
cide in the coming weeks. This is by way of instructing the peoples of
the Arab East as to the human cost of withstanding imperial hegemony
in the region.
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Iragi Minister of Foreign Affairs Tawfiq as-Suweidi informed British
Ambassador Peterson in Baghdad:

“The Ottoman-British Agreement of 1913 recognizes Kuwait as a
District under the jurisdiction of the province of Basra. Since
sovereignty over Basra has been transferred from the Ottoman state to
the Iraqi state, that sovereignty has to include Kuwait under the terms
of the 1913 Agreement. Iraq has not recognized any change in the sta-
tus of Kuwait.”

The “Free Kuwaiti Movement”’

The remarkable boldness of Iragi functionaries who were, after all,
under British military control, was made possible by the emergence of
a mass movement among Kuwaiti youth, defying British rule. The
“Free Kuwaiti Movement” or “Group of Free Kuwaitis” submitted a
mass petition appealing to the Iragi government to support their
demand for immediate reversion of Kuwait to Iraq.

The National Bloc was formed in Kuwait by the Free Kuwaiti
Movement and it called upon Sheikh Ahmad as-Sabah to establish a
Legislative Council representing “the Free Kuwaitis.” Fearing an open
uprising, the sheikh was forced to agree. The first meeting of the
Legislative Council in 1938 passed a unanimous resolution demanding
that Kuwait revert to Iraq.

Britain, alarmed, but uncertain about the direct use of force, forced
the sheikh to dissolve the Legislative Council and to hunt down, detain
and execute its members. On March 7, 1939, Free Kuwaitis sent a
series of telegrams to King Ghazi, appealing for Iraq’s intervention
against the sheikh and the British. Baghdad Radio broadcast the
appeal:

“Our history supports the return of Kuwait to Irag. We shall live and
die under our own national sovereignty, under the Iraqi flag. Ghazi,
help your brethren of Kuwait!”

On March 10, 1939, an uprising began against the ruling authority in
Kuwait. The sheikh, with British arms and “advisers” crushed the
uprising, killing and imprisoning most of the participants. King Ghazi
made a public demand for the release of all detainees and warned the
sheikh to cease all repressive measures against the Free Kuwaiti
Movement.

British Ambassador Peterson now summoned King Ghazi and
warned him to cease public support for the Free Kuwaiti Movement
and to abandon any claims to Kuwait. Ghazi refused. On April 5, 1939,
he was found dead, universally believed to have been assassinated by
British agents.

Faisal 11 was an infant and control of the country was in the hands of
British agent, Nuri es-Said. Only in 1940 was the Kuwaiti sheikh able

a

stopped [before we can sell this to the American people]. It may tum
out that bogey-man may not be defined in Arabic as in English.”

The U.S. and Saddam Hussein

In the most recent days a series of articles have surfaced which
reveal that the United States had supplied Saddam Hussein and the
govemment of Iran with high-technology military equipment and intel-
ligence up to 24 hours prior to Iragi troops crossing into Kuwait.

Many of you may be aware that Saddam Hussein came into office
through the assassination of Abdel Karim Kassim in 1958, the man
who had nationalized oil, legalized the national parties and the
Communist Party of Iraq and mobilized his people for the recovery of
Kuwait. Kuwait was a district of Basra province amputated from Iraq
by the British and claimed as part of Iraq by every successive Iraqi
government until that of the government of Saddam Hussein,

The murder of Abdel Karim Kassim was the result of a Central
Intelligence Agency plan. Sydney Gottlieb, the head of the clandestine
division centered in Fort Dettrick, Md., had concocted a series of poi-
sons that were intended to dispose of Abdel Karim Kassim.

When this murder operation did not succeed, the CIA station chief in
Baghdad called upon one of his assels, a young right-wing member of
the Ba’ath Party named Saddam Hussein who on his third assassina-
tion attempt, succeeded in killing for the CIA, Abdel Karim Kassim.
Saddam Hussein was then put in charge of interrogation and intern-
ment. Thousands of trade unionists, political activists, students and vil-
lage leaders were killed or arrested and tortured. For the next 27 years,
Saddam Hussein was their man in Baghdad.

After the Iranian revolution and the fall of the Shah, he was induced
by Zbigniew Brzezinski through a meeting with the emir of Kuwait, a
representative of King Fahd and Saddam Hussein himself in Kuwait, to
invade Iran, to detach the oil-producing province of Khuzistan in the
same fashion that Kuwait had once been amputated from Iraq.

The war was to protect the feudal regimes of the Emirates and of
Saudi Arabia from Shi’ite radicalism and the masses radicalized and
inspired by the Iranian revolution — a war that was resisted by the
Iranian population and which led to eight years of conflict, 1 million
casualties and the government of Iraq going from $40 billion in the
black to $80 billion in the red owed to the Kuwaiti emir and to the
Saudi king and to U.S. and European banks.

Discarding one of their own

It is at this point that the Central Intelligence Agency decided that,
like Noriega in Panama, their man in Baghdad was to be discarded.
They didn’t want to discard the coterie, the Sunni elite, that they had
put into office. The CIA proceeded to induce OPEC nations to lower
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Los Angeles Times reporter David Lamb continues:

“Just fifty years ago, White House aides suggest[ed] that
Washington ... build influence in the desert wastelands of the Arabian
Peninsula.” Roosevelt, however, favored allowing the British to con-
wrol the situation for the time being: “Tell the British,” he wrote ina
staff memo, “to take care of the king of Saudi Arabia. This is a little far
afield for us.”

As Lamb describes it, the assignment to the British was only for the
duration:

“It was not until the final days of World War Il in 1945 — a war that
extended U.S. interests to every corner of the globe — that
Washington finally decided to exert its influence in the Persian Gulf
and the Arabian Peninsula.

“In February 1945, Franklin Roosevelt met Abdul Aziz ibn Saud,”
whom Lamb describes predictably as “a barely literate warrior-leader
whose isolated kingdom mattered little except to the oil barons.”

But Roosevelt was not merely seeking to establish priority for U.Ss.
oil companies in this previously British domain. “Roosevelt hoped to
gain support for increased Jewish immigration to Palestine. ... The two
men got along well and Roosevelt promised that the United States
would make no policy decision on the Palestinian issue without first
consulting Saudi Arabia.”

Like the British before him, Roosevelt acted on the operating imperi-
al principle “Promise them anything.” As Lamb put it: “It was the first
of many promises that the United States would make to the Arabs in
the postwar era. Few were ever kept.”

The Zionist Role

The plan to establish a colonial-settler state in Palestine was linked
directly to U.S. plans to displace Britain and France in the region. The
U.S. needed a surrogate force on the scene to cope with the anti-colo-
nial revolution in the Arab world. The Zionist leaders left Washington
in no doubt as to their intentions.

In 1940, Joseph Weitz, the head of the Jewish Agency’s
Colonization Department, responsible for the organization of settle-
ments in Palestine, stated the official position:

“Between ourselves it must be clear that there is no room for both
peoples together in this country. We shall not achieve our goal if the
Arabs are here in this small country. There is no other way than to
wransfer the Arabs from here to neighboring countries — all of them.
Not one village, not one tribe shall be left.”

On July 9, 1947, Rabbi Fischmann appeared before the United
Nations Special Committee of Inquiry on behalf of the Jewish Agency

6

The “take” from the drug traffic is approximately $500 billion annu-
ally and these funds are entirely integrated within the U.S. banking
system, processed through Morgan Stanley, Chase Manhattan,
Citibank, First National. The $500 billion express itself in controlling
shares of major blue-chip U.S. corporations such as Ford Motor
Company, AT &T, General Electric. You cannot distinguish the opera-
tions of the mob or the drug traffic from the normal workings of
finance capital in the United States.

This is not the first time an airplane was blown up by U.S. agencies.
I’'m not just referring to the Iranian airbus wantonly blown out of the
sky by U.S. missiles. Remember the U.S. military claimed the radar
suggested the airbus was a jet fighter — one-fifth the size. The flight
commander who blew up that Iranian civilian plane was given a com-
mendation and medal by George Bush. Has the U.N. debated this, let
alone acted to blockade the United States unless George Bush sends
the perpetrators to Teheran for trial?

The Gander air crash [off Newfoundland] is also described in the
Toronto Star. Once again, as the author says, “the similarities between
the Gander crash and the downing of Pan Am Flight 103 over Scotland
in December 1988 are overwhelming. The Gander plane was carrying
members of the clandestine “D” force which is a drug-smuggling
operation of the U.S. government.”

The Sunday Star in Toronto says: “The boxes on board the airflight
contained bodies of U.S. operatives who had been killed” after they
had been silenced for their role in the drug operations.”

Motives behind intervention

The Gulf War against Iraq and the war about to be waged against
Libya have to do with other agendas on the part of the American ruling
class.

The U.S. intervention in the Gulf had been prepared over a sustained
period of time. Since 1964 every U.S. administration has put forward
that scenario. Robert Tucker, a Pentagon analyst, formulated it like this
with respect to the securing of the regimes that were clients of the
United States in the Persian Gulf:

“Without intervention there is a distinct possibility of an €conomic
and political disaster bearing more than a superficial resemblance to
that of the 1930s. It is impossible to intervene everywhere. Our inter-
vention must be in a relatively restricted area which, if effectively con-
trolled, will give us a sufficient portion of present world oil production
and proven reserves, break the present price structure and break the
core of the cartel politically and economically.” (“Oil: the Issue of
American Intervention,” Commentary, January 1975)

Tucker describes this convenient area as: “The Arab shoreline of the
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