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“mother of all gay people”

Latina Sylvia Rivera is famed for
her fiercely impassioned “GAY
POWER” speech at the 1973
Christopher Street Liberation Day
Rally in New York, four years after
the Stonewall riots.

Rejected for her gender
nonconformity, effeminate behaviour
and wearing makeup to school, she
became homeless before her
eleventh birthday, and survived by
“hustling” on 42nd street. She was
taken in by the local commmunity of
drag queens, where she became close
friends with Marsha P Johnson.

Rivera and Johnson were leading
front-line activists at gay liberation
protests, and in 1970 co-founded
STAR, the Street Transvestite
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