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Ll criticism of Israel was equal to being anti-Jewish.
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For my entire life, the political situation in Palestine/Israel has deeply .- H Later that night, after the party after _w_“uh_!_wm__“:h Mﬁ”ﬂﬂmﬂ_ﬂ was up .
affected my family, probably more than would be expected for a middle b - %ousa._.s:_a.aa; éﬁ__nsx% the window. The street was
_class family E._._m.ss.egso.nzasm@i?&ﬂgf Ly _ R ?orawﬂ___og aw.ﬁ e %«HS& were gunshots echoing throughout
always been a divide between my parents OYgr the Palestinian question- my empty, the W} ights the * "has been coming into the city,
; Jewish mother’s side of the family having / . the streets. For the past few .:@ : ) everyone's
! father a Holocaust survivor, some of his’ A . speeding their jeeps up and down the empty streets, interupting every
" concentration camps having immigrated to | # dreams with screeching breaks and gunfire
| lived in Lebanon for almost a decade of his
_ best friend in medical school was 8 Palestin}
| learned first-hand the damage done t
' the issue, enough to make the walls in our hake ! . :
* arguments between m ents about the “J¢ di i .
. divorce. pe y 3 The moon was waxing, almost full. I thought about how insane it is that by
i : ; o " the time the mbon was full, 1 would be onthe other side of the world, .
2 . : ; 7 ) probably sitting in my mother's green lawn in the "safety” of her suburban
1 gﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂ wz_”oomﬂ.x__:.w wﬁﬁw M ﬂw ..m“ _Na g .co.m_.”os_.ﬂm . P ile ulass white neighborhood in Florida. Another round of gunshots -
.S.ua_s mom o keep him from getting up Sr“_.w _ ol ing about shatters the calm moonlit silence and a man in the apartment across the
politios R my sistess and 1 and 5o ﬂrm;mﬂawnnﬁ hee died ﬁ-_uo-w_u_.op b 14 street 5”..@“5 ours Mﬂuﬂ&. to close his imsu_oi-m A wave of guilt comes over
p ...__S.._: . : it ; (K ! me, can just g on a plane as easily as mo.o_._uu_n:u—oooan_.aﬁ._
: w.ﬁoou. ou..ﬂ“:-mmoi very little about his v%_ou_ beliefs and about the e | _ «». can just fly away from it all. I think about what the family across the street
o conflict i & Tt . “...35 o:.w_a would mw__.cn_ _.c..u._h._mﬂ_...“__ taste of the safety my mother lives in. What
: Rk SR ; | Y58 ~ he would give is chi not to be woken to the sound of gunshots, to
- My mother would sometimes mention that my dad had been a “pro- - the sound of tanks, to the sound of explosions in the night. o._mnno empty
. Palestinian activist” when he was younger, and as I became more andmore | © 43 streets below, there is an old man walking. He's smoking a cigarette and
: politicized and activeagainst the U.S. “Warl on Terror” Zthebombing of p o taking a stroll under the moon, he's so cal walking so slowly, like old
N%n&g?iﬂsguggggﬁiﬂ; TSR | - men do. It's so strange to see him going for a walk, as if the army wasn't
: E_uomno-_ooua-moa&&za.gmw. : knew this-whole partof 1 ‘18 Aty b B .
ad | s Yy s shooting a locks away, as if the jeeps couldn't come around the corner
 his life, never knew how he stood on issues|that he was really.passionate a at any moment. g
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° " Imore- beyond what my mother told me when we would talk about Middle _ 1%

. East politics, which wouldn’t go beyond is noEon.—.ﬁio.w.‘:wro B !
. “ESEﬁrﬂ%%EnéS%_ﬁouaﬁgﬁa_zf ity

__Don’t the Jews deserve to live?” _msegﬁ_sﬁ{g&%siv
' %EE%E%S&S&%EE%%«.B@% |
i&augs_ngma._%.gaﬂgzao?&auttgoﬁm._i ,m
=f e ‘l.nul..ll_

‘41]]'. -




, ! YLOM 05 51 11 ‘Sunsajeg
o1 futod Aq sup Paysjdwoooe isnf | J1 UBAS 331 193] aw sew diysuopejas
Aw pue 19yl0w Lw uo 1034e syl pey | ey Suimouy isny ACLT |
“UYSe|s-aunisaje j woy youq 08 isnf a)ySnep Auws mouy nof piqy,, shes
SUS PURYIIM I 011 UNJI 34, M 2U0KI9A5 01 MOy pue ‘yuam | Jey) spoadsss
MOU 3ys yonw moy sw o) Buizewe si )1 ‘mou 521835 2y Ul yoeq Buleg

PUE “2Ris] Jo 31815 21)) 1& aRenno uana PUe suelunisajeg ai) yim b._EaEam j
passaidxa ays asow ay) as0w ) ‘Tuissauym sem §20nsnful pue sanpone !
241 [® jo spodas Aw joF Jyow Aw se pue ‘uo juam 5)9am o._t se ‘osuiduing :
Awoy uese 424 01 way; Buipugs pouers 105 pue “19y 0) wraipy mE_ﬂrEo.u i

AU umosip o) Apeas sem Joylow Lw yey) yjoy £jpeas 1
#51833q "1 jo ued | s1eq) pue sadoy,, ay) Supnp 8uifao umop a401q | Buiuen
WSI 3411y "aw posies ays juy PIssBLIBqQWS “Joyiow Lus oq o) pesseLRqUID |
SEM 3Yys 181} aw Bujjey ‘(ASI) oneziuesio {SIMa-yup sorz-nuy
ue,, yim Sunjiom jo aw Suisnooy “peas o) owy pauted Ajny jey) soyiow
Auwr woyy spew-2 jof PInom | ‘Junsajeq ur Suaq JO 533am Moy 1sa1y Ay

‘Asowaw syy w08 oy Wy Jouoy 0 o pnoxd 3q

PInom Jayiey Lw yBnoy) | Suipawos Op 0) osje pue ‘(spuased £w jo 22I0AIP
Y1 01 Bunnquiuos ‘a0 Yyoea 01 Buryeads dois o) pep Aw pue Appepuy

4t Aunnsas) ‘Ajnwey Aw ug ured yons pasnen pi1yucs S Aym jo A1aishu oy
1RA0UN 0] ~suoseal [euosiad 1oy ospe Inq ‘dunsafeq jo sjdoad snouaBipui aip
s Ansepijos ui pueis o, 08 o) Papaau | Jey) paouiAu0d Ajp1ejdwos sem

I ‘2unsafed ui S| o1 yum Bunjiom woy Sununy Jaye yeads ymeywg
JB3Y O1 Juam | ‘enwIojijey) us nwey puaLy Aw Buisia sem | uaym uayj,
‘mouy £[ea: 0) aw 10y Kem

Ajuo ayi 2q pinom W AN 1Y | Yjeshw 10§ sBupy) 995 0) KiBuny sem | -oF

01 pajea jjasAw 12y &jjeas | pue ‘Qunsajed ul yiom § Juawasopy Ajuepijog
|BUOnEBUIAIUL 2y INOQR AW []3] 0) 1514} 3y} sEm Jurapepy Ja)sIs s ey Ay

‘aanpnpod

Bunppwos ojur saouauadxa Aw winy o) ‘wiay) uerd 03 ‘uo way) ssed o) ‘spaas
953y} yum dary | Anpiqisuodsas ay) Inoqe uiy) | MON ‘puiw Aur ur nosds
0} BuiuuiBaq a.e Jey) se3p1 9y |[8 pus ‘PIedy ‘'ua9s ‘paues) 94| Buiygikiane
-aunsajeq us BuiAl] pue Suiom ‘Fuiaq woy pasoyed aawy | 1ey) spass ayy
I1¥ noqe JyBnoy) | -001) © 2w09q 0} sossass0d paes yoea yiBuails ajqipatoul
343 -PIoy wayy jo yoea jey) somod ay3 Burjoay pue siaBuyy Aw u3amiaq

way} Buyjaay ‘speaq 2501 apud1jap ay) y8nosy spuey Aw Suryey swn

U0 JE [M0q U0 Ul USIE JIAD IARY [ SPIIS JO JUNOWE 1598819 oY) ui pajnsal
HotyM SNy a1 I8 pajaad pey | “inoy ue 1Yy “suoydna pimbr yim
spnqaise inoA Buipooy ‘anFuoy 1ok oo apojdxa JoAey Jo s19)8n|> jey) 08
20u0 38 uado 18a0q 29Inf Jo sajnsdeo oy oy [je uaym -[njpuey ay) Ja)1eq
U343 Jo ‘jryuoods ayy £q Inq ‘ouo £q 3u0 Jou s spass euriBawod 18 0)
Aem 153q oy, ‘ssofluyy Kw yiwouaq dn Fuipd alam 1Y) sjomal Fuiuaiss suid
H1BP 941 01 Jej1uris opeys B 00} A¥s 3y} puw ‘K310 dYy) Jo spunos ayi pajeinb
anbsow ay; woy 10keid 01 |82 Y} J98 UNS BY) SY °[[IS8 MOPUIM Y] MO[aq
Bupjuis 210j0q 94qpooT urys Aw Buissy 1yBi| Jo shei isu| oy Juneoaidde
‘UDjS JONIq 51 wioy paas K1aaa Buneredas Buikofus ‘Buiad aJay)

188 | "donpoud Jiay) jo soud oy Buijjek s10pusa ‘punose Fuiysea1ds sJe)
‘Aeme pajjow uns ay) se punose Buiisng ‘mo[9q 199118 9y} 0} Buuaisi| pue
sojeueifowod Buyjeod mopuim e £q jes | waeyn g, ut juawpede ay) ui yoeg
SN 19810) 1 uop 3sBI|

'dnosd nok yum aseys o) a1ey ysom ok 40y nok yuey e s siy L, Jory)

¢ 0} uaAld aq pjnom yifl apsinbxa ue yons jerp ‘Ansoauafl oy £q pozewe
we | Aeplioag ‘soyeuwiBowod adu isowe snoaBliof a8ny o5 Jo usayy

Jo fieq ® papuey fuiaq sem | uoos pue Beq onserd & yum awes joew ay)
U3l pue ‘sw o} umop siny Suissed sem pue 0o 2y} paquii[d pey 3y puosas
B Ul “.ys8) s,uew, e 51 )ny Suiyoid jey) Jo yBnous Fuons usem [ Buikdug
SBM o Juy) ow pakouue 3y “(1ny yoid o) saxe) i ASlaua 3y |8 Furpaxa)
J1esAw uny pinom | jep poriom sem 9y pomoys 1ey) Kem © ut e 1snf nok
LUPIp Aypm (Buiquirp nok ae AYM., pres pue paySne| uew ay) “A1Bue Fujaq
JO puaisui inq “Aep jey) 1oipea UCHERSUOWSP 3y 0) UIq pry OyYm ‘Buljeaws
o) woy uew v sem 3| “Lyns apny & Surjegy ‘(Auos) gise ‘Jisy,, pazidojods
pue umop paddass | ‘epuio]q yinog ur sungIes Jo saBueso Fuiyoid sawn
Aukw 08 udaq ARy | 41| uny jeass o) Fuidn 10§ papjoos aq o) Jurpadxe
‘pesseuequiy , dojg, Sujje uew e PiB3Y | ‘52q0|8 Ajuaasoy may & quiB

0} dn payoeal | se pue ‘jjem 41 Jo adpoj & uo dn paddas | “Jeaus 2y} aaoqe
‘Iiem e 1940 Suippds sayouriq ajeuriBawod ojur uns o) funoow e Suiaey
219M 3M 2I9YM WL JAWI0D YY) punoie of o) pey Ajuo | ‘Aued ay) 10j may

¥ 1991105 03 2a) syeuriBowiod v Joy Fuiyoiwes suod PeY | pue wnjByg exRg
Ut asom am Aep ey Jorpey “Kouoy yim Fuiddup saused Axepy Annu pams
“BMBIYEQ JO S10f pue “MmOys Juaje) B Yim 010)dwioo sem Aped YL ‘leyer
puaLy Aw pus s1ajeuipsooo UBIUNSI[E] [8I0] JNO JO BWIOS ‘S|BuONBUI)UI
ynm isnf ‘Aped Keme Buios e PEY 9m uneyIng, yaf | 210509 wyfiu ay |

A

aupsajed Jo ajsey jse




When | 8ot home my mother handed me a file that I had never seen before,
::.on with memos and fliers and letters to the editor that my father had
written during his activist days. I went to his old house, that my mom is
now the landlord of, and sat on what used to be his bed, and read his

writing. I realized that I had never read anything that my father had wri
t . Writt
besides a birthday card or a drug prescription! i i o

1 found out that the year that I was born was the peak of his activism. The
year AS. I was born, 1982 when Israel invaded southern Lebanon, E.u
father’s parents and his younger sister were still living in Beirut and my dad
became very active with a group at the University of Florida called the
Supporters .om the Right of the Palestinian People, organizing
demonstrations, dialogues between Jews and Palestinians on public

television and getting a Lebanese journalist to speak abou:
( t the curr
events in Lebanon and the role of the U.S. there. a2

It wa.: so good to read my father’s writing, like I had a window into the part
of his life that 1 had been so curious about. I feel that he is proud of me, and
1 feel proud that he was my father, that I have his passion in my blood. I
feel also so proud of my mother, that she has come around to understanding
where I'm coming from and respecting my views. She reminds me
everyday to question and to see things as not “just black and white”.

So this zine is dedicated especially to my parents, and to my entire family.

Here is my attempt to explain what I experienced while I was in Palestine.

se days, too, with the wall completed in this :
H%o: of N.so West Bank, the rules have changed again.
Now much of the farm land sits west of the fence,
reachable only through gates in the wall, controlled by
soldiers. Even those who have amaomaon themselves In
order to request permits to Cross, permits that
acknowledge the land on the other side is no longer
theirs, are not allowed through at the whim of the
soldiers. One day, only men over thirty-five are
allowed through, the next only those without vehicles,
the regulations changing minute by 35.._.0. At one
gate, farmers were told only newly married men were
allowed through, at another, soldiers demanded
identification for the donkeys.

For weeks, the gates were closed altogether, no one

being allowed through. The reason given by the soldiers?
Sukkot, the Jewish holiday of harvest. Again, the

ability to forget becomes lost when presented alongside
the reality. This time that should bring an
acknowledgement of commonality, as both sides celebrate
their harvests, stands, as so much else does in this

land, only to drive the sides further apart.

| do not pretend to claim that either side of the line
is perfect, innocent or pure. That there are not faults
aven on this side that | sit. | do claim, though, in a

voice that will not cease, that the reality on this

ground is not so easily disassembled as the
broadcasters and analysts will have you think. It is

not as easy as the scared innacents verses the big bad
terrorists. From the inside looking out, things become
so much clearer to mé. Daily encounters with the
soldiers, most these days that admit to having been
awake and on duty for 48 hours straight, have a way of
clarifying the reality for me. A way of allowing me to
understand what is going on, in a manner that the
newspapers lack. It is impossible for me to accept that
anyone with an open heart and mind, who witnesses this
situation on the ground or at least from an alternative
source, could come to any less of a conclusion.

2
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{'ve come to his world as an outsider, as one

actually bom t0 the occupiers, as one to fight, one to
learn, one to carry the truth home. It has been over
six months now since | set foot, for the second time In
my life, on this much disputed \and. This land that |,
my allies and those | have come {0 support, call
Palestine.

And that is where the conflict begins, the verbal

attacks, the insults on my intelligence, the

regurgitation of a brainwashing that | myself was

raised under. | have seen though, am seeing, the truth
that escaped my brainwashed upbringing. The part of the
story that missed me because | was too busy being told
about all the Arab terrorists and the importance of
protecting the security of Israel, the place | was

taught to strive for, my supposed homeland. Six months
now, spent across the line from the side, that :
according to my birth, | should be on. Six months of
waking almost every morning inside a cage, surrounded
by the walls, fences and gates of those from that other
side. These days, there is no way in or out save

through a gate in this fence, controlled by soldiers

from the other side. Even access to the rest of the

Waest Bank is controlled. After these months, only a

blip compared to those born and raised here, | can feel
the stress building inside of me. The bottled up

tension that comes from having your every move, breatl
thought controlled by another. Controlled by an
occupier. The occupier, that although they will never
admit it, treats every single being on this side of the

line (now wall) as if a terrorist.

The hours of standing in the sun at a checkpoint

_waiting for permission to travel from university 0

home, being treated as less then human by 18 year olc
boys who will close a checkpoint because the line
formed (by those who have been standing in the sun fc
hours, waiting) is not ~orderly” enough; the stress of
this daily life, building, building, building, growing
inside as if a ticking pomb. Until one day the bomb
pecomes real and finally explodes full of frustration
and rage. It is not propaganda in the school books, nol
inherent hatred that teaches, it is the lessons in the
streets. The soldiers that occupy, the soldiers that
control, the soldiers that push down on you so hard
there is no where t0 go save to fight.
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Palestinian .
'Rights. -

EDITOR, Sun: Palestinians’ are -
* - - human beings antl have a right to

" existtoo, *

.Ayomcaﬂeanggﬂga&.

-onwnﬁnnﬁo%-onu!ﬁoso
a tles committed by the Israel

..Uooﬁogﬁ_n%p_u—ﬂ

* editorial, “Merchandising Destruc-
" tion.” If one scans the major newspa-
. voﬂ&o:..%.-qﬂo&?ﬂrn&
the courage to criticize Israel, even
when It-goes ‘too far. Our political
leaders as well seem reluctant to

hold Israel hccountable for lis ac- -
- tions. Even our President appears -
unmoved by Israel’s misuse of US.

%E.Eﬁuﬁach law (the

- Gainesville Bun
* THE SUN'S POLICY . ¥

_.Il!....ro.'l-..ﬁ@-&_l‘.f
* " dially in the news columas.
u.m%.r.ol-rlz_.u.'u.lt
I_E.o-@t.l.!-_.e__._-tl.-'.
: .o&.oﬁ-_\otir:lha. :
. 3. Publish all sides of jmporiani, con-
+ troyersial issves. «

W.G. EBERSOLE, Publisher

* ED JOHNSON, Executive Editor
ROB OGLESBY, Managing Editor
CLIF CORMIER, Associale Editor

whispering any disparaging remarks

about any of Israel's present and past

s&ﬁaéigg
called “anti-Jew" and “anti-Zlonist®
which s tantamount to commilting
political suicide. *

' Mr. Roseablatt writes well and

* convineingly, but unfortunately he

%E.BEE_.:.&.

. the right of Israel to exist that is in

qu The United States has an
commitment to that right

and has proved it. Dachau, Aus-.

chwitz, and Terezin' should and will
never be forgotten. But the specter of
the horrors of the Holocaust. cannot
be waved around as as smoke screen
or as a justification for Israel’s pre-.
sent Inhumanity.

ErupwEoe.laoPE..E?

“latt; Is Israel’s right to exist o the .
exclusion and detriment of the local -

EEEB:?EE.S_.ESE

question is the right that Israel had to

expel three-quarters of a million
Palestinians from their homes and

property back in 1948. It was'not the d
Amgﬂﬁcﬂugiwe.ﬁ. .
E&Eﬂo.%:wgg

...ES:::EBEEEE%

. ate to this day. .

What I am questioning is Israel's
zarnsgso.%:ngs

" . return to their home. And what gives.

Israel the right.to murder civillans
SESEEQEEEE

- pon under the pretext of national

-
L et Yoob Ve T

security? Is it because Arab govern-

. Bg.ugﬁnopoEolBoESag

their soll? And why does Israel have.

Towards the end of the meal Larry, Philip’s brother, starts to talk- “So I
heard they started putting dogs in the airports to keep the terrorists

away... yeah, the terrorists see the dogs, and they are afraid the dogs are -
going to bite them, so they go away... yeah, they think if the dogs bite
them, their blood won't be clean anymore and they won't get those 75~
virgins they're promised in heaven.” Everyone is trying to ignore him,
Donna- Philip's cousin says quietly under her breath “I'm really :
offended by everything he just said.” I start giggling and pour myself
another glass of Menochovitz sweet wine, not caring to getinto it. “Oh,
you think it's funny that the terrorists want to blow up Jewish people

and Americans? Oh, yeah, that's real funny.”

“I just don't really believe that if someone’s going to blow themselves up
that they’re really afraid of a dog." I say, which aren’t my real thoughts

at all, which are more along the lines of “why the hell are you talking

about this?” and “can we refrain from being racist at the dinner table?”

but for the desire to have a conflict-free meal I refrained. :
“I¢'s the truth, it's because of the virgins. It's because of the virgins." He
mumbles.

:%39«&5%%3958389. My .—.asniwanaubna -
sgnﬂgingsww_an_ﬁ are spending this night.
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Tue, 5 Aug 2003

greetings everyone!

after a long 20 or so hours of being detained by israeli
police and military, i am back in jerusalem- now
forbidden to enter the occupied territories for the rest
of my stay in israel. at 7:00 yesterday morning,

there was an action to prevent a portion of a
palestinian home from being demolished in order to make
way for building the 2nd phase of the separation wall,

which the state of israel has said it would not be built
for another 6 months....

the group i was with arrived late to the action and
could not get to the house because we were stopped by
military, so we stood at the road block and were taking
pictures of soldiers violently moving peaceful
protesters to buses- and when we tried to get closer to
take better footage we were charged and taken away with
violent force onto buses that transported us to the
ariel police station in the illegal settlement of Ariel
in the occupied West Bank, where we've been until just
two hours ago.

we were basically forced to make a choice between being
deported and being released under the condition that we
would not enter the occupied territories, which of
course we were very unhappy to accept but we

accepted it ...

i am really angry that our lawyers faced us with no
choice but to take the conditions, because now i realize
that there are other things we could've done. i'm
feeling like i've betrayed all the promises i made to
work on projects with farmers in tulkarem... and i miss
all of my palestinian friends so much already. it breaks

my heart that i cannot be with them right now.

i love you all j

more later,

abigail
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But also, things that :«H&E I'm really strict about seemed less

d less relevant in the situation 1 was living. When there's _En_E_ beings
www..m denied basic rights, it bothered me less and less :E there's Jo iww HMQ
recycle and there's no where to compost and that I'm eating what I'm ofier
1o eat.

The dinner was delicious, except that Swad kept E::.m more n__a.aoa
chicken on my plate. It was strange eating meat, but it s_an.. felt right to
respect her hospitality. After dinner we turned up the music and __w.a a
dance party, and I learned a few more Arabic dance moves. We said
goodbye and talked about when I would return. “Maybe when you come
back Thair will be married, living in his own house. Or maybe he will be
Muo...g._aw way back to Jerusalem I caught a ride with two _..._muza..: men who
said they could drive me to the bus station. At the checkpoint, a soldier
came and collected our IDs. He then came back a few moments later and
told me to get out of the car. "Why?" "Just get out” I got out, and he took
me aside. "What's your name?" he said, looking at my passport. "It's
written on my passport” I said. "Avigail? It's a Jewish name. Your Jewish?"
*My mom is* "So you are Jewish" I shrugged.

" Are these men hurting you?" he asked me in a low voice. "Of course not,
they are my friends, they are giving me a ride"

"So you are sure these men are not forcing you... they aren't hurting you?"
*NOI"

~ "You are not afraid to ride with the Arabs?" *No, of course not" "What are

you doing here, anyway?" "I was just visiting friends and now I'm trying to

go home" "So do you love Israel?" "Excuse me?" "DO YOU LOVE
Hm.gmr OR DO YOU LOVE THE WEST BANK?" 1 stood there, and a
million reasons why I fucking hate Israel flashed through my brain and
rushed to the tip of my tongue, which I promptly swallowed. *Am I free to
go now?" He gave me back my passport. "Are my friends free to go?" "No,
we have E.n__._onw them." "How long will that take?" "I don't know, half an
_EF.F... Shit, if I didn't get to the bus station in time for the next bus to Tel
>.$< I io:E have no way to get there by 6 in the morning to catch my
flight. .m..on__am shitty I went back to the folks who had offered me a ride and
-vw_wm_u& that I really had to go. At that moment an Israeli woman was
driving through the checkpoint and not wanting to miss my opportunity to
get a ride from a woman I flagged her down and asked her for a ride. AsI
was getting in her car I felt like pure shit for leaving my other ride, knowing
it looked like the fucking soldier saved mg from the "scary Arab men". "So
where are you coming from?" the woman asked me. "I was visiting friends
in Beit Sahour* She was quiet for a moment and then asked "You're not
afraid of the Arabs?" "No, I'm more afraid of the soldiers than I ever will be
of a Palestinian. They're the ones with the guns." "Oh that's silly, there's
no reason to be afraid of soldiers."
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————

My last night in East Jerusalem, pugust 18, I was
sitting with three girls from my 1ittle sister’s school
(which was such a wonderful surprise to just run into
the familiar fun faces of Ingrid, Eden and Jessica) when
there was a very close sounding explosion outside,
followed almost instantly by ambulance and army sirens
racing by our hostel. We turned on the news but it was
still flooded with pictures of the bombing of the UN
puilding in Iraq earlier that day, and so photographers
and journalists in our hostel headed out to find out
what was happening and Ingrid, Eden and I followed.

About a kilometer from our hostel, a suicide bomber
ripped apart a bus, killing somewhere between 18 and 20
people (1’ve seen both numbers in the newspapers here) ,
including what I heard was. seven children. By the time
we got there, the whole area was blocked off, and so we
stood at the police line and looked onto a sea of red
flashing lights and watched the concerned faces of all
the Orthodox Jewish men svv were gathering. My friends
with press passes were able to get in, and later told me
about the bodies they saw peing taken away, and a zaka
picking up body parts and scraping bones and flesh off
the walls of the nearby buildings to bury.

Back at my hostel in East Jerusalem, the army rolled in
and started pulling palestinian men off the street, out
of their stores, beating those who would not cooperate.
They rounded up 30 men and started marching them down
the street, some of my friends who saw this happen
followed to witness. Ten men were arrested, the rest
were released.

We decided it would be pest to leave for Tulkarm, back
to the West Bank, as early as possible the next morning
because the army’s response to this attack was sure to
pbe severe, and we would be needed. Also the longer we
waited, the harder it would be to get in, with
checkpoints tightening yp and gates closing.

So now I am pack in Tulkarm, Wwe got through the

checkpoint without a quUHwa. put it’s insane here. AS

soon as arriving, we went to visit the Tulkarm refugee

camp, where tghere mna_wm.ooo refugees 1iving in a camp
originally established for 2,000. Before the occupation,
the economy Was mauwo.wncumww% based, but: Israel started

bringing in workers from palestine to do menial labor
and so most left farming-- 90% of the refugees used to
have jobs in Israel, but because of the siege there is
no work, and so many palestinians are suffering from

unemployment.

asked me how it was living in Tulkarm, and 1 began to tell them. 1told
them about how the army had been coming in at night, and 1 gave them an
example of when the Special Forces came in and shot a bunch of children
playing cards and pool. They became very defensive and condescending,
telling me that the army knows what it’s doing, even though it doesn’t seem
like it from the outside. That often times “wanted men hide where children
are”. 1told them there were no wanted men in the billiards hall, that it's a
place where only kids hang out. 1was ;mmediately discounted with “Oh,
how do you know? The Arabs lie, you know”. Ori continued to tell me how
almost every Palestinian family has dangerous weapons inside their home.
Yeah, maybe kitchen knives. A girl’s face that I've seen on a martyr’s
poster comes to mind, when her brother was shot she ran at a soldier with a
kitchen knife and was shot dead.

I told them I didn’t see any Palestinians with weapons. “Well of course
they’re not going to come out and show them to you!” Tommy scoffs.
This argument was absolutely pointless, nothing 1 could say would change
their minds. And also I think the Palestinians have the right to defend
themselves, to resist the occupation, which I didn’t think would be a good
idea to express to these relatives. It's true that I never saw & Palestinian
with a gun, however, when I was in Jerusalem I saw Israelis carrying rifles
around as if it was just another limb on their bodies. I've even beento a
party where these two Israeli dudes brought their guns with them to dance.
“So why is it that Palestinians throw stones at the tanks; if they do have all
of these weapons?” 1 ask.

“Let’s not talk about politics anymore.” Tommy suggests.
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Journal entry

qoa—nr-;ll--—atorol!l-ro-: 1, kilometers from where | was
.zﬁ‘lﬁiir-.llg-ﬁcﬂri. watching them drink
beer. ’Ei!i?o&&%i-f.ﬁ%_zs_s
Ilr-.r-‘_-o-i..ro-ﬂolll-oouail_iaﬂr-. lights and

the 11 in the café were soldiers, or had been soldiers, or would be soldliers.
There aren’t that many Ucivilians” in lsrael- most people have been or are in
or will be in the army- most bave carried a gum, with it’s purpose being to
shoot Palestinians. | have 2 cousin who Is carrying a gun to shoot
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The next morning I was supposed to go to Farhoun village .
for my friend Ghalee’s brother’s wedding. But it’s .
really hard to travel L:auo days, and there were no
buses going, and just as we were deciding whether or not
to take a private taxi,| we got a call that there were
demolitions happening in a village nearby and we were
:omamn there. Here’s the report I wrote about what
happened: |

1

-

August 21, 2003 _ {

Early this morning, 15 hedavy-duty earth moving machines 2 |
rolled into Nazlat’Isa accompanied by an uncountable |
numbers of soldiers, border police and unmarked Israeli
workers. By afternoon, thHey had proceeded to demolish 4
houses and 120 stores which were mostly ; )
building/industrial supply stores and supermarkets. ,A
Although these buildings are in the path of another

fence that will be built just inside the green line, the

soldiers claimed they were slated for demolition because

they were built illegally without permits. This fence,

along with the main separation wall that is being built

in the West Bank, will create an isolating pocket around r
three villages: Nazlat’Isa, Baga Ash Sharqi, and Nazlat

Abu Nar. Eleven ISM activists from the Tulkarm region,

7 catalonians, 1 Pamplonian, and 3 Americans, documented

the demolitions. They also helped store owners, who )
were not given adequate warning, to empty out their
stores of merchandise and'to lead the goods onto trucks
to salvage them from the demolition. Due to the vast |
number of stores and rosnr in the area, it is highly

likely that the demolitiohs will continue tomorrow. *
However, several home and store owners have gone to

court to get a junction nfn it is possible the

demolitions may be delayed.

arrived in Nazlat u
Mwwﬂnnwoa and everyone wWa gathered around, kept back by

uall
soldiers keeping us from getting too close. QMMMMno<OH<r
we got a man to. take us n_noco: an orange OF gt ot
wall and through someone’s yard so we cauﬂomn
side of the soldier line. Store xooweMMr»ﬂ_usovn. :
frantically pulling ever thing out o e wnt &
piling all of their merc andise on to tr

the area as fast as vouumme.

Muuu. one house was being

He stopped the car and opened his car door, and i automatically opened my
car door.

He stood right in the open car door, and facing me, pulled his dick out of his
pants, as if he was going to piss right there.

"What the FUCK are you doing?" I yelled and bolted from his car, speed
walking back up the side road he had pulled onto, to the highway. He
immediately put his dick back in his pants without peeing, jumped in his car
and followed me, yelling at me (suddenly in English) in a really aggressive,
angry tone to "Come Back! Come back here!" I ran across the road to the
oncoming traffic and flagged down the first car that was driving past. 1
opened the car door and saw that he was a soldier, maybe even a
commander, but I looked up to see the asshole dude waiting for me on the
other side of the street in case I didn't take the ride. So I got into his car and
we sped away. For some fucked up reason, I was almost comforted that it
was a soldier, my thoughts being that I was less likely to be sexually
assaulted by someone "in uniform". My thoughts were racing and I was
trying to gather myself, while trying at the same time to make small talk
with the soldier. After becoming accustomed to a culture where I never felt
threatened of being assaulted, and everything sexual is either forbidden or
very private, and so much skin is covered, it was really shocking to be
confronted with this fucked up shit again. e

“Where are you coming from?" the soldier asked, but I don’t really here
him, because my head is racing.

Erm. :5 hell was he doing anyway? Did he just want me to look at his
penis? Did he think by looking at his fucking penis that I would want him or
something?

"Where are you coming from?" he asked again, a little bit more demanding.
"Oh, I'm just coming from Tulkarm- " I don't know how I could have been
80 shaken up not to remember to lie, but the second the word left my mouth
I knew I was fucked.

"TULKARM?!! YOU'RE COMING FROM THE WEST BANK?!" He
barked, in a voice filled with panic- as he immediately began tearing
through my bag with one hand, and swerving to stay on the road with the
other hand. "Calm down! Calm down!" I said, trying to steady my voice
*This is really unnecessary, you have no right to search my bag"

"GIVE ME YOUR PASSPORT!" he ordered, still ummaging in my bag.
*You should really calm down. What are you looking for?"

*You are coming from the West Bank, so you might have a bomb!"

— s
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Danielle who is a Jewish .ISM activist from Philadelphia
said to the man that although Israel claims to be a
Jewish state, they are breaking Jewish law -because it
is illegal to cut down a tree that bears fruit. I would
hope it would be breaking Jewish law to destroy a
family’s home, too.

Iahd showed us the maps of where the new fence was going
to be built, right through his parent’s orange orchard
and through his newly built house that was now just a
pile of rubble. It took 5 years to plan, get enough _
money to build and to construct the home, and in just 30
minutes it was destroyed. ;

Iahd said they are doing this because “they want to move |
us, but transfer is dead” he said- “I am going to
rebuild my house in exactly the same spot” to show that
he’s not accepting this, he does not accept their

authority and he’s not leaving.

Another man I spoke to told me he cries when he hears of
a suicide bombing in Jerusalem or Tel Aviv, he worries
because he also has family in Jerusalem, and he cries
for the young children who are killed. But then he i
pointed to a pile of rubble that was once a home,. and he, p |
said “But when everything you have worked for and .
everything that is yours is taken from you, what can you

QOQ‘ . o T - -

.

xxvi  ArabWomen

system at least once served to protect the individual, espec
‘women. But popular stereotypes of Arab women only serve to es
lish the positional superiority of Western women, hardly a true ex|
sion of sisterhood.
This book is the work of a group of women writers who set o1
write their articles because, like myself, they feel that it is their du
_ reveal the misconceptions regarding the role of Arab women, A
women have Ted serious struggles to develop their world and 1
cannot be-dismissed either as “chatrel” or as “cattle.” At the 8¢
ume, I never intended this book:to be an apology for the denia
~ women’s a.h_.ﬁ in certain areas of the Arab world. Mine is a dou
critical position: while I disagree with the images propagated in
West of Arab women as docile and male dominated entities, I
disagree with the notion that women have nnEneom their rights in
Arab world. Not a single country has given women full equality
every domain, and the Arab world lags far behind in this respe
Nevertheless, to use Arab women as a stick with which to beat
Arab world is dehumanizing first and foremost to the women of
Arab world. Such an attitude Qubm_.ﬂ be mistaken for feminism; ratt
it is a degradation of this term. : :



(
[eyarerned i uo paseq Ajjurey QEIY Papuixa 3y ], 'sarnunod Esom_
11913 Ul 33y 3snwr 431 e uorssazddo leyarerned sy uep uawom
qelry isurede onsn(ur 3siom e 2ImAsued £Anunod snp ur paenadiad
USWOM qeIy Jo smara [eardf10a191s ot B} UONEZI[B3I 311 01 Jw0)
ABY I Ing ‘saal] pareduews pue 1"y PE3] 01 udwom qery jo siydu
1 J0j yBnoj 2AeY [ j1 Aw Jo pouad 8uoj & 10 sSunum 81 [31iET g
Apre3 swos jo eiqoyd-owesy 1 Ul 51001 T3 2ABY YoIym ‘sqery pue s
weeys] Sunadiel A1q erpaw o ur paededoid uswom qery jo sadeur .
93 UT $3A[38M0 3z1uB003J spuaLy UBLDUWIY-QeIY J[ewa) Au Jo Aue
10U I dpung dwoy Aw aq 01 *g'7) 3y J9PpIsu0d | pue plrom qery
P31 UF PaAT] 3By | wew 398uo] yonw SIIBIS PAU() AU UT PIAY sy |

300g SIH I, 40 SALLOEIEQ) HH]J, -

‘suediaiunod ueed[y nayq 4q pase; 21 swes
241 Inoqe Juuq 10U [IM 1B day Surwod a1 38 padoy 2q 01 §1
3 pue Anunoo B2 Burppmgai jo ssaooad 3t ut saprns Suons Sunjew
S8 OUM udwom uerunsd[eq si 31 ‘Apuasiny) "PAULIO) SBM 21BIS MIU
241 I9ye uswom 10§ syusunuwoddesrp Auew azam 2113 ySnoye ‘ong
Os[e sea st douapuadapur 10y 9(F8nns UBLIS[Y 23 ur fouspuad
-9pul [euoneu 1oy 3[33nns uendASg Sy ur ased o1 Sem S| *pauisy
~I33UT UYO IE JUIWA0W ISI[EUOREY 1) PUE JusWwa40ur s uatwom
913 JO 318j 3 proM qEIY 31 JO SaIUN0D Auew urleq onfrey

isijeuonipen [eyorerned sy o) uonemides B sy maia e yong -yiom
J0 PHOM 3 01 Jjas1ay Surpjojpuniq Y4 IMmd qery ur J[ewsy
s& uolssazddo 1oy A[uo ssarppe o3 ‘aansedsiad S woyy ‘payse Suy
SEM IMBIYSY ,'USW qery 4q uoissaxddo ma INOQE |81 USWoM QRIY ;"
1834 03 219y awred 3y, ‘Burdes SJUIIPNE A Woly J3ua1si| B £q P
=994 sem 3ys a2t ‘suonenodou aoead 1SBY J[PPIW 9y 18 sjdoad ey
- =ISAIBG-AIR JO URMIOMSN0S. B-58 §I0M-SI-H0F-PaIOUOY sEM IMBIYSY 255
ITETIW ueueH ‘(A ON) uswog jo uonezuesi [euoneN 3 170}
IOUSISFUOD [ENUTE 3003 € U ‘Ma1A Jo wurod isipeuoneu TEMo3s © 1
wdipered ispuruigy uIaIsap I u:.&nu___anu Os[e aJ8 nuso&.._m.ﬂﬂ \
‘SapunuIod pRedausdas i ug L (e
~PES] UIRIuTBwW 031 pue 3010pj10M 33 U1 208[d N9t UTEIMBTT B,uuu
e 5 810ss309pald I 31U B3] 2491]9q w08 .»Bnﬂwu_.mz
Ut goliy 3 Suyutiop are wowom usasey yAnowyw “Opdurexs
Suneurwop g 3q 01 Wa £q U238 ST 1534 Y1 UayMm um'e

AX Uogonpoyu|



Reports from Tulkarm

We have been visiting martyrs and prisoners’ homes. .
We spoke to a man named Amad whose 23 year old son Hani was murdered ;
by Israeli Special Forces this past June along with his friend Adan, who was
26 years old. Both of the men were killed because they are fighters,

members of the Jihad party. His father says that out of all of his thirteen !
children, Hani was the kindest son, the most polite. He had finished school
and was doing construction work. He was'engaged to be married to a
woman in Jordan. The family is living in agony because the soldiers took
his remains, and so he has yet to be buried. In Muslim society, it is crucial
to bury the body as soon as possible after the death, and it has been months.
Until the body comes, it is as if their son is killed everyday, they can have
no peace until he is buried. “We are living the death every moment, until
the body comes”. The only part of their son that was left behind was his
arm, which they have buried. Same with Adan, only his arm was left to be
buried. The men were trapped in an animal shed and the special forces

were on the roof, throwing grenades in from the skylight. . So people think
that both of the men grabbed a grenade to throw it away from them, and
their arms were blown off. The family members were forced to carry the °
body parts out into the street, that was soon transformed into a river of
blood, and then the bodies were taken away. :

When we visited the other martyr Adan’s family, they are also waiting for ,
the body. We met with his brothers and his friend who played on the same
soccer team as him, because both of their parents are dead. It is a very
difficult life for the oldest brother, he has to care for his four sisters and his
wife and children as well. Adan was unemployed and struggling to take
care of his family after the death of his parents- they described him as very
vocal, always screaming about the conditions they were living in. The
brother is holding his two year old son, “There is no stability, no life, we
want to live as the other nations live. This is a hopeless, miserable life.”
Attention is drawn to the two year old as he approaches Danielle’s video
camera. The baby’s mother comes out of the kitchen and tells us that when
soldiers come into town, the baby follows the older boys and throws stones
at the tanks. : |

——

We visited the wife and the mother of a 27 year old prisoner name Meheraj.
He was on vacation, on his way to Farhon to go swimming when he was
stopped by soldiers and told to get out of the car. The soldiers shot him in

the lung, the leg and the chest and left him bieeding on the road. A Red

Crescent ambulance from Tulkarm picked him up but because it was such a _
hopeless case the doctors decided to bring him to a hospital in Nablus, i
where he could get better care. On the way to the hospital, the ambulance i

was stopped and he was arrested.

. about Islamic feminism in a climate that ass

xxiv  ArabWwomen
» is essential when speaking across cultures,

Listening to the “Other . .
even if that voice speaks from beneath 2 veil. Arab women’s reasons

for donning the hijab (head-dress) are as numerous as the different
- forms that it takes. In some cases the hijab has become a symbol of
defiance against Western policies in the region, and cannot be consid-
ered outside this context. To see the hijab, in such cases, only as a sign
" of conformity to Islamic principles, and therefore a form of oppres-
sion of women, is to miss the point. If the relation between an ideo-

| .- = — logical-struggle-and control over women’s bodies is-reminiscent of the

plight of women in other cultures, this is because control over
women’s bodies often reflects an ideological battlefield. While Arab
and Western women’s agendas may differ, yet methods of control over
women’s bodies are often similar. All societies become sensitized to
the oppressive measures within, and only a self-conscious and critical
consciousness is capable of distancing itself in order to see oppression
of women in global terms.

DitFERENT SYSTEMS IMPACT ON WOMENIN DIFFERENT WAYS

In the West most view discrimination against women as the product
of a culture of male domination. In the Third World, women say their
struggle cannot be considered outside the regional political and de-
velopmental issues. Women are doubly oppressed during periods of
colonization: they are oppressed by the system as a whole, and each
woman is also the first victim of her husband when the latter is under
excessive stress due to political factors. Periods of decolonization are
also the moment when Arab women emerge into the political sphere
and assume leadership roles outside the home. All these factors must
be taken into consideration in order not to impose a myopic view of
the role and the oppression of women in the Arab world. To use the
same yardstick by which we measure the role of Western women on
Arab women will produce a myopic view of the latter; we will be
measuring some aspects of male domination but not the essential
ones, and such an analysis risks reducipg the drama of women’s
emancipation to the domestic sphere. i :
Western feminism, of course, is grounded in Western thought, ide-
ology, and values. Arab women'’s struggle is equally grounded in the

~ religious, cultural, and political norms of the Arab world. According

a difficult if not impossible task to write
umes the universal su-

premacy of Western feminism. They believe that Western feminism is
rejected by Muslim women because it calls for a form of cultural con-

to some Arab women, it is
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August 24, 2003

Last night four of us went to the Tulkarem Refugee tos ith the
families whose children were shot the other &Q.w i”mwﬂ Eﬂﬂo“n m“:d._“ﬂr
the mother of the 15 year old child Ziad who was killed. She and maybe
twenty other women relatives and friends were sitting in their neighbor’s
house having what seemed like a mourning time together, the men were ina
room upstairs. The mother and sister barely spoke to us at all. Just five
monthes ago, her other son Mohammad who was twenty years old was shot
by an IDF soldier on the way to pick up Ziad from a friend’s house. So

now all she sees of her sons is the pictures on their martyr posters.

The picture on Ziad’s poster is the face of a young boy- round with chubby
cheeks, not smiling. How could someone shoot a boy in the middle of
playing cards? In the comer of the poster is a smaller picture of him
holding a gun. Fw_ononz—ovoﬁﬂuuacumsdsr&o%!o%
guns, but moiomEaBEnmwiﬁﬁosamcﬁ.SomEaaQBg_uom
resistance. The guns are either superimposed on the computer, or when the
Palestinian authority comes into town, all the kids borrow a gun and run to
the photo booth- all the boys want a picture of themselves with a gun.

The women in the room begin to speak to us “The world does not see that
we are the victims, but we are the victims... They always talk about
security for their children- what about our children? No one cares if our
children die.... Just last week he was asking for new school clothes... We
want our children to have fun, but if they go out they get shot.... He used to
make us laugh, we miss laughing now.... They don’t want peace, they want
to wipe us out.... Why the only nation that is still not free is the Palestinian
nation?” 4

It is hard to see the women crying, none of us have words, we don’t know
what to say. A woman brings us coffee to drink, the small cups are only
half full, I take a sip but it is so bitter. The first coffee I’ve been offered
without sugar in it. There is no sweetness in this room. A fifteen year old
boy is dead, and the women are in mourning.

The next house we went to was the home of a man named Iyas, whose 15
year old son was injured in the shooting.

The sitting room is small, but very snazzy. With what looks like new tiles,
cheap plasterwork- like frosting on a birthday cake, and pink, yellow and
green light bulbs on the ceiling. There is a painting hanging above the
window of a Western blonde woman lounging by the sea. Iyas tells us that
sometimes he just likes to close all the doors and windows, turn on the
television, and pretend he is in Europe, and not in the refugee camp.
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Two Short Stories by a Palestinian Feminist ;
fingers his beads and murmurs, “la illaha illa Allah.” I am the waledah;
having once given birth, I claim my right over life and death. The pain
of the latter, I swear, is greater and more unforgivable.

The soldiers appear and the snake coiled around my wrist glitters
vsmmrrn&s like an o_.“.mngn signal. With my free hand I pull at it, twist it

and monr. but it refuses to let go. I pick up a stone; resting my wrist

on a rock, I strike at the snake with an almost insane strength. My wrist
is bloody but I feel no pain. The snake breaks off. With my mangled

hand I grasp the stone damp with blood . .
it at the pointing guns. P and with all my strength hurl

: H_inﬂom‘ﬂwmbp .ﬂﬂos .PHPJU \z.oam\:u WQWE.&S H&? @. nee

ond Pestraint
edited by guha Sabash @ 1440

Olive Branch Press
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How SHOULD WESTERN WOMEN CONCERNED WITH
WOMEN'S ISSUES RELATE TO ARAB WOMEN?

This a_._nunon is raised time and again by Arab-American women, fol-
lowing their polite objections to an unduly rosy presentation of the
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August 25, 2003 Visits with Women : ALALLY meim

she says she daydreams about saving enough Bw:m< to
coming to live in the u.s.- marrying an american nwn a
few years to become a citizen and then divorcing :«a.
she wants to make a living teaching dance and arablc
classes- she said it would probably take her 3 years to
have enough money to come. and i don't give any false
hope that "life is great in america", put for her she
says anything is better than 1iving under occupation. on
the way to the wedding, the road we were going to take
was closed, because their were dead bodies in the road,
so we had to take a different road-- this year there
have been atleast 30 assassinations by the israeli .
secret services in their town.

We went to speak to a woman named Salaam, who has just been released
from prison. She was kept in administrative detention for three months,
told that she was being kept for “secret military reasons”, but that’s the only
reason she was given for being detained. Her husband is in jail, accused
with being a member of Jihad, and financing the Jihad movement. So for
three manths her children had no parents, they stayed with Salaam’s sister.
The night she was arrested the soldiers came at midnight and instructed for
all of the men to go outside, when they came to her house she told them that
there were no men in her household, since her husband was in jail. The
soldiers asked her name and she told them her name, and they said “We
have come to arrest you.”

For the first three days Salaam was blindfolded and given pothing to eat.
They offered her water, but she refused to drink. The first two months she
was in prison where there was no room for women prisoners, and so she
was kept in a room alone with one other woman. For the last month, she
was moved to 8 women's prison in Jerusalem — where there were 70
Palestinian women political prisoners.

A short .mnm@ fw M&p&:.rg mmas.ﬁ*
“Hanan iR hai Ashaw i L
Laken from mﬁﬂamx:._p: ﬁogmz .m.m Gaza m.f.ww\fm _‘\W@W?T
edited. by Suhe- mpv«pmr &5

The Gold Snake

The conditions in the jail were very bad- with a lot of women suffering
from diseases without any medical treatment. The women were given three
hours a day to go out of their rooms. Once when all the women got out of
their rooms, they refused to go back, in protest of the bad conditions in the
 jail. The jail keepers used tear gas, high pressure water hoses and sticks to
beat the women back into their rooms. A woman named Mevartarah gave
birth to a boy named Wael while she was in prison, he is now 5 months old.
She will be allowed to stay with her son until he is two years old, then he

I pick up a stone. Clutching it tightly in my fist 1 raise my arm. The
impulse to hurl it with all my strength rises in my body, through my
veins, like a viscous substance—cold and deliberate—starting with my
cracked feet and up through my womb, beginning to wither with pro-

will be taken aW8Y from her. She hasa ek s longed childlessness, and my breasts, dry of milk, tomy veined arm, for
Salaam is back at home now, and her children seem very happy. 1 asked her once raised in a clenched fist. The mid-moming sun reflects off the
how having both of their parents in jail has affected her children, and she bracelet on my wrist, and the blinding glare freezes all motion. A gold
said that they became very violent and aggressive towards each other and snake, its scales worn by years of scrubbing and cleaning, of embracing

and releasing, of dressing and undressing, stares at me blindly withtwo -
ruby eyes. I was only fourteen when the snake, with new scratchy
scales, was wound around my wristas part of my dowry—the mahr—in
partial payment of the bride’s price. Along with it came a heavy gold
halabi chain from which dangled an intricate iczeh, a filigreed almond
that was even bigger than the one my mother wore hanging from her
neck in between her dry and wrinkled breasts. Both almonds were
empty. On my other wrist, a thick coin bracelet with genuine ‘Osmalli
and Inglizi coins completed my engagement wear. I felt rich and cher-
ished then, entering the mysterious cult of womanhood fully adorned
in the tradition of my sex and race. The coin bracelet was the first to go

other children while she was away. This is what Palestinian children are

learning from being under occupation.

The next woman we visited has a daughter named Doa in jail. She started
crying the moment we were in the door, or maybe she was already crying,
or maybe she hasn’t stopped crying in a long time. She had just recently

come back from visiting her daughter, which was very traumatic for her.

She could only sce her on the other side of a glass and a fence. She didn’t
g%rﬂ?:w:ﬁ‘g%:wouw_nﬁng She is anemic and | &
is not being given enough food, and is not receiving any medical care.

(18]
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The Attack on Palestinian Agriculture

One of my major focuses while in Palestine was to understand the
struggle of Palestinian farmers in the occupied territories- I interviewed
farmers in the villages of Deir el-Ghusson and Attil, members of the
Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committee in Tulkarm and East Jerusalem,
and the Ma’an Permaculture Centér in Ramallah. The more I learned about
the farmers’ situation, the more it became clear to me that the destruction of
Palestinian agriculture (through land confiscation, control of trade, and |
imposing unsustainable Western farming practices) is a colonialist method ;
of the state of Israel to annihilate Palestinian self sufficiency, making the !
~ Palestinian people physically dependant on Israel for survival.

While volunteering with the International Solidarity Movement
(1SM) for “Freedom Summer” in the Tulkarm region, I stayed at a camp
located on Palestinian land- an olive grove next to a portion of the razor- J
wire fence that was cutting off farmers in the area from their land. This 5
camp was a meeting ground for farmers and ISM activists to organize their
demonstrations against the wall, where farmers succeeded in

cutting/shaking/pulling down portions of the fences. Farmers that I met .w
were not only struggling with the devastating loss of their land and crops m
because of the Wall’s construction, but also with severe financial hardship : g
~ of with extreme restrictions and expenses on much needed :
water/fertilizer/pesticide inputs, and roadblocks and checkpoints limiting

their access to markets- therefore causing many yields to go unsold and

spoil.

e Tulkarm ISM spent quite & bit of time in Baka Sharkia, a town
where a second wall is in the process of being built- destroying all homes,
shops and farmland in its way, which will result in putting three villages in
acage. One morning, we took a walk down a dirt road to see some of the
farmland and greenhouses that were being destroyed, but before we even
reached the bulldozers we came nn?a a field of eggplants being ripped up-
not by soldiers, but by a herd of sheep. Upset that the sheep somehow had
gotten into this field, I asked the Palestinian man who was showingus |
around if we should get these sheep out of there, 5o the farmer’s crop would
not be lost. The man told us that the sheep were brought into the field to
eat, because these eggplants were all going to be destroyed by the
bulldozers before the eggplants wete ready to harvest, and so instead of
having them go to waste, at least the sheep could eat them. This reminded '
me of our friend Jallal, a farmer in Deir el-Ghusson, who is also having his
neighbor's goats eat a lot of his crops- not because a bulldozer is going to
rip them up, but because he hasn't found a market for his yield in two
months because of closures- as most of the farmers in the Tulkarm region, _
and it is better for the animals to eat them then no one. It is heartbreaking
to see this food go to waste not only because of the loss for the farmer and
his family, but also knowing that more than a fifth of Palestinian children

Lo lics

are malnourished, partially because of how impossible the occupation has 14

‘made it for farmers to transport their yields.

My entire time In Palestine, although | did feel very restricted
and frustrated by dress codes and other limitations on women,
I felt respected and never threatened of anything close to
sexual harassment. On the contrary, a half an hour Into
returning into the Western state of Israel where *women are
free®, | was threatened with sexual assault and had to run.
The wimmin of Palestine are oppressed- oppressed as wimmin
living In a an extremely patriarchal culture and as
Palestinians living under a severely brutal occupation.
Wimmin of the Arab World are often portrayed In the West as
qulet, velled servants to males that need “our help® to liberate
them.

This stereotype Is Insulting to the strong women of Palestine
who are In constant struggle for thelrs and their children’s
survival, and who just by living their daily lives are bravely
resisting their oppressors.

While | was in Tulkarm, | participated in a demonstration that
was planned to be a Women's Protest Against the Wall,
Palestinian and Israell women meeting at both sides of the
wall and then the Israelis coming through the gate to stand
with Palestinlan women on thelir land. The Israell women
arrived at an open gate, but were Instructed by soldiers not to
go through and obediently stood there untll the gate was

~ closed. The Palestinian side of the gate was closed from the
- beginning, and when the group of Palestinlan women and

children chanting passionately approached the gate, t
soldiers showered them with teargas. But they :u__!‘ E_v....o
deterred and did not disperse, and stood their ground.

The supposedly *empowered® Western women listened to the
volces of 18 year old boys with guns who would never tear gas
Israell women- thelr mothers/sisters/friends, when they could
have ignored the soldiers demands and marched through the
gate, standing with the Palestinian women, and probably
preventing them from being gassed. .

A way for us to stand with our sisters in Palestine Is not
imposing our Wastern feminism, but standing up agalnst the
occupation with them, and respecting how they choose to fight
for women's liberation within that struggle.
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How agricultural practices were lost

The loss of ,E_Eo..p_ri sustainable agricultural practices
began with the transition to using|hybrid, or what Israeli companies call
“improved”, seeds. Being fed from the Israeli seed companies,
the farmers stopped saving their seed and began buying seed from
Israel, convinced these would credte “bigger, tastier” vegetables. They
were not told that along with having more visually appealing vegetables,
these new vegetables were also legs resistant to pests and diseases than local
- traditional varieties, so therefore ers began needing chemical pesticides
to make up for this. The distributors and representatives of Israeli hybrid
seed and chemical companies, being the only source of information
available to Palestinian farmers (Kurzom 24) , convinced farmers to
abandon diversified, self-reliant fod production and turn to modern/export-
based monoculture, dependant on their products (Kurzom 22). In fact,
Israeli-Palestinian “free trade” agreements prohibit Palestinians from
purchasing these products from non-Israeli sources.

My friend Abu Bassal,a farmer in Deir el-Ghusson started
farming in 1967, and at that point he saved all of his own seeds. About ten
- years later he started buying seeds|from Israel because the vegetables that
come from Israeli seed were bigger and more visually appealing/ easier to

market, and he has been buying seeds every season since then. Soon after

switching to Israeli seed, he started having many problems with pests and
by 1979, was buying chemical pesticides from Israel.

Every year after beginning to use chemicals, the insects build |
resistance and the soil loses fertility; therefore, the amounts of chemicals
farmers need increase- more and J,oa pesticides and chemical fertilizers .

- are necessary for the same effect. (Kurzom 22) Having become dependent
on purchasing these agricultural i pushed many farmers into. debt,
forcing a substantial number of
job opportunities available inside
made it easier for Israel to confiscate more land (Kurzom 11)- under Israeli

law, lands that are “uncultivated” w_. three years are subject to seizure by

‘48/ Israel. Leaving the land unused

the state of Israel. (Pengon 17) - !

With the start of the 2*'lintifada in 2000 and borders between
. Israel and the occupied territories closing, work in Israel has become
unavailable and some are trying to to agricultural work; however,
Israel's military actions and “free trade” policies have driven farmers, the
environment, and the food security pf all Palestinians in the West Bank and
. Gaza Strip into a dangerous, hopeless situation. -

to abandon their land and turn to the -

4., = 4 s = . a

s o —eamathing that is. wormdnous and.-ura.are . satrnmatb e ——"

And now Fiere | am standing ot Baka el

. Shargia bulwabl (gate), and this same star Is on the soldier's

helmet who Is kicking a farmer's donkey and refusing fo let the
farmer go fo his land. The yellow Jude stars have changed to

. yellow license plates that pass through the checkpoint easily

while cars with green and white Palestinian license plates have .

been lined up for hours.

“flag s flapping In the breeze above the checkpoint, watching
and accepting the soldiers keep women from visiting family
members, men from going to thelr jobs... Encouraging the
soldlers to control and humiliate, to enforce the imprisonment
of Palestinians. ]

It infuriates me that this star that | used to admire and feel even
a little proud of my connection to It, now makes me nauseous
and enraged at the sight of it. {

Palestinians see this star hanging from the tanks that shoot at
their children and hanging from the bulldozers that destroy
thelr homes. The state of Israel Is terrorizing Palestinians while
hiding behind the star, - "We have to protect the Jews".

The apartheld system that the army enforces Is breeding hate.

The only Palestinians that Israell Jews see come are freedom

_fighters/suicide bombers, the only Israell Jews that Palestinians

see are soldlers/termoriss. e

When | first got here it bothered me a lot when Palestinlans
would tell me “The Jews don't want peace” or "The Jews want
fo kill us all" and | would suggest “You mean the state of Israel

.-doesn't want peace?" But what conclusions can be drawn

.~ when the symbol of Judalsm'ls being used as your oppressor's

."_on.,_oﬁo%oi:&*:o...oi:o,‘o_*oi:o:o_ﬁ_o:ucuvo;:_m
actions of the army that uses it? o

kY
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Environmental destruction. & chemicals

..Qan.:.g_ pesticides are made from the same components used by Western
countries during World Wars I and II to produce explosives and poisonous
gases, using derivatives of w:....:o:.r. bromide, mustard gas, sulfates and
others. As it seems. substituting the use of these chemical substances for
warfare purposes that kill people directly, they are now used in the form of
“agricultural pesticides” to gradually kill people and destroy the .
M“ﬂo:.:o:..: ~George Kurzom, Chemical Company Control Over Our

Palestinian farmers ngw have one of the highest pesticide usage
in the world- with 35% of their agriculture production costs going to
purchasing pesticides. (Kurzom 23) Israeli suppliers provide Palestinian
farmers with pesticides that are Lg toxic, they are illegal to use in Israel.
Israeli agricultural hand guides provided for farmers actually recommend
using pesticides that have been banned internationally because of their
extreme damage to health and environment.- (Kurzom 24) About 24
chemical pesticides that have been prohibited or restricted worldwide are
still being used in Palestine, including Lindane, Dorspan, DDT, and
Tamaron (Qare 1). i _

When speaking with farmers from Deir el-Ghusson, they’ve said
that since the intifada, chemical fertilizers and pesticides have become very

expensive and the amounts they are able to use has become very restricted.
My friend Jallal told me that soon after the intifada started, the army raided '

the farmers’ supply store and confiscated the pesticides and herbicides, to
keep them from “making explosives”. Now with restricted amounts of

chemicals that their crops are now dependent on, many crops are being lost :

to pests.
In Attil, a village neighboring Dier el-Ghusson, two of the
groundwater wells have had to close because they are poisoned with
farming chemicals. !‘armers in this area have also noticed animals*health
declining, and the rai« of cancer in their children increasing. This is also -

due to the chemical {ertilizer factory that was built on the border of Tulkarm -

-_.iauoamin::?n.oé Emanﬁ.ﬁ _uan_wcnﬂaaoc&gﬁo;.a
toxicity. People say the factory ohly operates on days when the wind is
blowing into Tulkarm. One farmer I spoke to who works with the
Palestinian Agricultural Relief Cammittee, said that 18% of the people in
the Tulkarm region are suffering health problems from exposure to
chemicals the factory releases. ! !

_ - ——

. cherries, bananas.... I told him I hope

- and uncertainty- in the name of securit

The Olive Branches Are Falli

pmes and killing olive trees to build
h. For the safety of the Jewish

e branches are falling. In this

h a metallic scream and razor
tree, ripping her from her roots,
over the ground. They will never
of the farmer’s hungry grandbaby.
s fifty dunums of olive trees that
as also received an order that his
ens and ice cream) will also be

InNazlat'Isa machines are destroying
a fence, to put the entire village in priso
children, for peace and security, the oli
moment a screeching yellow monster
sharp teeth is tearing into a grandmothe
scattering her little green grandbabies a
be ripe, they will never reach the mout
1 met a man with twelve children who
our being devored by the monsters. He
shop that sells farha and bousa (little c
destroyed to make way for this wall. “
choice do they have but to become thieyes
The other day I saw a little boy at Jabs
dirt and crying because the soldiers wo
Palestinian man told me “don’t take pi
a thief from the refugee camp. He wan
choice does he have when everything
he is a thief makes me want to help hi
some back. :

In Nazlat'Isa there is a man whose hous
was to be married. He was woken up ai
soldiers beating his parents, brother, sis
their home. The second floor was bei
there was no time to rescue any of the
That night, after watching their home c1
wedding henna party and the next day,
married.

I met a man the other day who when h
order on the house he was building, he
was not ready to live in, and started pl

on him, don't help him pass, he is
b to go to Israel to steal.” But what
s been taken from him? Knowing
to get through more, so he can take

was destroyed the same day he
sunrise to bullets, tear gas and

er and him, forcing them to leave

d prepared for him and his bride, but
w furniture they had just bought.
mble, the family still had the pre-
his brother's home, he was

ound out there was a demolition

nd his family moved in, although it
ting fruit trees- clementines,

e trees will still be standing at

le says.

te season, but not quite- the

sfdes are the color of pink lemonade-
its- the markets are full of unripe

harvest time. “Enshella” God willing,
Here in Tulkarm, it is almost pomegra
outsides are pinkish- yellow and the i
but everyone is picking and eating the f§
“romaan”. | have never eaten a pomegipnate that wasn’t extremely ripe-
what's a pomegranate if it’s not blood by red- bursting open with
sweetness- exploding out of it’s skin wih flavor? Maybe we don’t wait here
because no one knows tomorrow... Magbe tomorrow the pomegranate trees
will be cut, or we-will all be dead. Bettpr to eat a pink pomegranate today ..
than never eat one at all. But why mustjthe Palestinians live in such fear
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. lsrael uses 57.1 % of the total available : i
temitories, and makes available only 8.2 % of tnﬁ”ﬂ”“mwnaoﬁv"&
daily @nm_m each Israeli uses an average of 270 liters per day, while .En
Palestinian average daily use in urban areas is 50 liters per mnw which is
half of what the World Health Organization deems necessary to meet basic
needs. ﬁ.p_omc:_n__ Hydrology Group 54) Much of the water stolen for use
in settlements is used for swimming pools, decorative gardens, and grass
fields, while Palestinians suffer from a shortage of drinking water and
?.:._.n”u can barely pay to have their crops watered. For Israelis, water is
subsidized ww the government, and so Israeli farmers pay only a fraction of
what Palestinian farmers pay: in 2001, Palestinians were paying $.07 per
cubic meter, while Israelis only paid $.014 per cubic meter of water
(Kurzom 17) : %
According to farmers I spoke to in the Tulkarm region, water pri
gone up drastically since the second intifada- i_._,_n_m_n_-_me used mo ﬁ”ﬂ“o pay
38 *..oa an hour of irrigation, it now costs $20, or about 90 shekels. Farmers
are infuriated that they are now being forced to pay for their own stolen
water, and carinot afford to irrigate as much as they need to.
The World Bank’s suggested solution to the farmer’s crisis in their

- 1996 Report on Water in the Middle East 'was for Palestinians to “give up

agriculture” because it requires too much water (Kurzom 18). This
statement is not only in complete disregard of the fact that there is enough
water for everyone to have enough if water wasn’t being stolen to water
_us..:u on stolen land, but advising Palestinians to “give up agriculture” in a
society where agriculture is the backbone of that society, is to tell them to
give up living! ;

Challenges of Marketing Produce

The shift of planting a diversity of food crops that are ready to
harvest at different times spread throughout the year, to the Western
practice of all farmers planting the same monocrop has resulted in a large
surplus of a few foods at the same time, "
making it economically impossible to market the yield, and so it is sold for
either very low prices, or the crops are left unpicked. In Toubas, farmers
have to sell a truckload of vegetables for 400 shekels ($100), which comes
to 1 shekel per box (20 centsl). | . ; ;

Not having the funds for massive food processing infrastructure, a lot of
vegetables are grown in excess and wasted, and then when they are out of
season they are bought back from Israel at a very expensive price. .

(Kurzom 20) i
In addition, the attack on Palestinian freedom of movement with

the building of the Wall, and ingreasing checkpoints and closures, has made
it extremely difficult for farmers to transport and sell their products.
Produce on its way to sell in Israel and other parts of Palestine can be held
“for security reasons” until it spoils.

S =

In Abu Bassal’s 40 years of farming, he has never had such losses as this
year (2003), by September he had already lost 20,000 shekels this year
because of closures. The suicide attack on August 18 that killed 20 people
on a bus in Jerusalem, resulted in a closure that devastated the farmers in
the Tulkarm region. I talked to a group of firmers a week after the closure
began and after watching their crops at the peak of harvest time rot, they
expressed to me that 99% of farmers in their village were ready to leave
farming, :

The Wall

In June 2002 Israel began building the first phase of a Wall that
would cut off and cage the West Bank with a “security fence” as some
Israelis calls it, or “Apartheid Wall” as some Palestinians call it. This Wall
is not being built on the “green line”/1967 border but is being built up to 6
km inside of Palestine causing immense land confiscation, de facto
annexation, and destruction of cultivated lands. The Wall is going to be
built on 14,680 dunums of confiscated land of 51 villages and towns, while
the Wall separates farmers on each side of the Wall from 100,615 dunums
of land. (Pengon 16) Over half of the land between the'wall and the green
line is cultivated with vegetable crops, greenhouses, citrus and olive trees,
or used for grazing fields. (Pengon 25) So far, the building of the Wall has
razed 510 dunums of cropland, 29 agricultural shelters, 14 km of roads, and
300 dunums of greenhouses, and everyday the bulldozers destroy more.

(Pengon 27) .

Israel has stated that farmers’ access to the lands on the other side
of the Wall will be permitted under certain restrictions; however, of the 51
communities on the Wall's path, 25 have already reported that residents
have no access to land. The inability to access lands will surely lead to
land confiscation- 'the Israeli High Court has ruled that land which remains
“uncultivated” for three years is subject to seizure. The lands west of the
Wall will forcibly become “uncultivated” as farmers are unable to tend to
them, thus will be expropriated to the state of Israel. For those that will have
access to their lands but are isolated in the zone between the Wall and the
Green Line, they are isolated from their markets-meaning a total loss in
revenue. Farmers in this zone are already unable to continue cultivating

. lands because of their existing debts, and so the fate of these farmer’s lands

are similar to those that cannot access them. (Pengon 17) In n.,._&:ca..
communities in the zone between the wall and the green line now “get in
the way” of building new settlements and Israeli infrastructure; thus, the

" Israeli military has begun forcing communities out of this zone.



