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Domestic Supply of Babies

Chelsea Clarke

For as long as | can remember, | have known that | was adopted. | never
needed to ask about it because my mother was extremely open about the
whole situation. Who my birth parents were, why they chose her to be my
mom, what a joy it was for my family to get me... Above all else, she
emphasized that my bio mom made a difficult choice, and you only make
difficult choices for people you love so much. This is what | told people
when they asked me about it, too - a beautiful answer to an extremely rude
set of questions | have come to know by heart.

People’s most pressing concern is always, “why didn’t your real parents
want you?” First of all, it's necessary to say that my bio parents wanted me
but couldn’t raise me for a number of reasons | find compelling, which is all
that really matters as it is my life. Second of all, | use the words birth or
biological deliberately since | resent the (frankly, weird) implication that |
have a fake family.

The next most common question is, “how much did you cost?” | rarely
dignify this with an answer because | do not know and also because my
parents did not buy me from the black market as some sort of child slave.
There is one question | dislike the most though, “what if your birth mother
would’ve aborted you?” My flippant response is simple - then | wouldn’t
have to be here having this stupid fucking conversation again.

| learned a more complete, compassionate answer from my bio mother,
who died in May. When the Dobbs decision came a month later, | was
curious what she would think about it so | turned to the one resource |
have, her Reddit account. To quote directly, “I've been that pregnant and
terrified girl. | was 23. | chose adoption, but | had what | needed to do that.
| can’t imagine making the decision to have an abortion, but I’'m not going
to impose my personal choices on anyone else. You don’t know until you
have to make that decision.”

As | frantically try to rewrite the story of my adoption following her
unexpected death, | find comfort in this knowledge. My existence in the
world was not without struggle, but it was marked by deliberate choice,
without force, outside control, or coercion. There is so much more | could
say, but for the sake of getting a succinct point across: if my birth mother
had aborted me, that would’ve been her decision, and I’'m happy that she
had a choice.
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Did silphium return from
extinction because it
knew it was needed? Will
we be able to foster its
growth this time around?
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when i was about 4 years old, my mom had
a miscarriage with complications. i don't
remember much, except one day she was
pregnant, and the next she just started
bleeding a Iot. blood was all ouer the
bathroom Floor, and it wouldn't stop.

she had to go to the hospital,
where they performed an abortion,
50 she didn't bleed to death. after
the dobbs decision, a8 weel doesn't
go by where i wonder what would
haue happened to my mom if she
wasn't able to haue access to the
care she desperately needed?

euen though the baby was already
deceased, would people be more
concerned about going to jail than my
mom's well-being? would she have bled

out as they debated what they could
legally do to help?
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; Lady+ Hell is a collaborative risograph

publication that invites female & non-binary
artists to react to the Dobbs decision and
explore what it means to live in a post-
Roe-world. Using the farmer’s almanac as
inspiration, this publication will give space
for artists to react to the current climate.




